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RELIGIOUS COMMUNICATIONS. 


To the Editor of the Panoplist. 
Sir, 


Iam extremely happy to learn, from 
the minutes of the General Assembiy of 
the Presbyterian Church, and of the Gen- 
eral Associations of Connecticut and Mas- 
sachusetts, that it was resolved, at the 
late sessions of these venerable bodies, to 
unite in petitioning Congress, to put a stop 
to the carrying and opening of the mail, 
upon the Sabsath. The plan of circulat- 
ing copies of the general petition for sig- 
nature, among all de:vominations of Chris- 
tians throughout the United States. is, I 
think, very judicious It is calculated to 
etubealy and ascertain the strength of the 
good people of this country, and to bring 
their views and wishes, in regard to the 
importance of the Christian Sabbath, fairly 
before the national legislature. Anx'ous 
to forward this noble and patriotic design, 
by every proper means in my power, I 
have been induced to depart a httle from 
the regular order of the discussion on 
which I have entered, and to send you a 
few strictures, which I had intended to 
meke in another place, upon the existing 
regulations of the Post Office Depart- 
ment. .If you think au early insertion of 
then will be likely to promote, in any de- 
gree, th- great and good object in view, 
they are at your service. Z. X. Y. 


ON THE SABBATH. NO. IV. 


On carrying the Mail upon the 
Sabbath. 


Ir it can be made to appear, that 
the regular transportation and 
opening of the mail, upon the 
Lord’s day, interferes, unavoida- 
biy and extensively, with the ap- 
propriate duties of holy time; 
ind that the practice cannot be 
Vou. X, 


justified by the plea of necessity; 
it will. [ trust, be admitted, (nay 
more than aditted,) by all wie 
have any regard for the Sabbath, 
that it Is a practice, which ought 
to be discontinued Does the 
practice, then. interfere with the 
religious duties of the sacred 
rest! This is the first point to be 
considered; and surely, there 
can be no room for doubt, where 
cenclusive facts present them- 
selves, 

‘*Thick as the leaves, that strow the 


brooks, 
In Vallombrosa.” 


It will be seen, at a glance, 
that In a country so extensive as 
ours,andone whichisevery where 
intersected by post-roads, it re- 
quires a very great number of 
drivers and carriers to transpore 
the mails. Ail these persons 
have souls to be saved or iost. 
The law of Ged binds them, 
equally with others, to keep the 
Sabbath holy. It is their indis- 
pensable duty to make it a day of 
rest from woridiy employments, 
and to spend it in the “public and 
private exercises of God’s wor- 
ship.” But the existing regula- 
tious of the Génerai Post-Office 
render such au observance ol the 
Sabbath, by them, impracticabie. 
They are required to be oni e 
read, when they should be in the 
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house of God, in their families, 
or their closets. 

Thus freed from the restraints, 
and deprived of the blessings of 
the Lord’s day, they gradually 
lose whatever reverence they 
previously, had for its sacred 


hours, and divine requirements. 


‘The consequences are such as 
might be expected. The Sab- 
bath being soon forgotten by 
them, other divine institutions 
are ef course disregarded, and 
they are piaced ata remove, al- 
inost hopeless, from the kingdom 
of heaven. How many persons 
are employed every Sabbath, as 
mail-carriers, in this extensive 
country,] know not. The num- 
ber must certainly be great. 
Probably from ten to fifteen hun- 
dred, And ought not their ser- 
vices to be dispensed with, if 
possible? J am sure, that the 
answer of Chrisuan benevolence 
musi be in the aflirmative.* 


* As we conceive this subject to be in- 
calculably important, our readers will par- 
dow us for adding, by way of note, a few 
vemarks On some of the topics, discussed 
hy our respected correspondent. 

We must premise, that no salutary 
ffeet ean be expected to be produced, by 
this diseussion, upon the mind of any per- 
son, who does not regard religion with 
<erivasness, and man as an immortal be- 
ing, whose future destiny is to be fixed by 
the character which he forms in this lie. 
Infidels and se: fiers are beyond the reach 
of the most powerful and decisive argu- 
ments on this subject. But we make a 
confident appeal to every ‘person, who 
roeditates with saered awe upon the value 
of the human soul;—to every person, who 
believes, that without holiness no man 
chall see the Lord, and that with the eb- 
.ervanee of the Sabbath are intimately 
connected all the ordinary Means oO! grace 
und salvation. No such person will deem 
it a light thing, that a thousand or fifteen 
juundred men are staiedly employed in 
such a manner, as to separate them ut- 
terly from public worship, and to trans- 
form them into heathens. We are of 
opinion, that pot a single employment, 
lich is tolerated amovg us in time of 
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On carrying the Mail upion the Sabbath. 
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But mail-carriers are not the 
only persens, who are prevented 
from sanctifyiug the Sabbath, by 


peace, is so perfectly hostile toevery thing 
of a serious nature, as is the empiovinent 
of driving stage-coaches on the Sabbath, 
whith is an inevitable consequence of car- 
rying the mail on that day. Let'a young 
man be engaged one year in this employ- 
ment, and itis almost certain, that he will 
be an inveterate Sabbath-breaker through 
life, and that his soul will be lost for ever. 
We say almost certain; for God may inter- 
pose and rescue such a man from eternal 
death. Neither the word of God, how- 
ever, nor his Previdence, authorize any 
expectation that he wili thus interpose. 
Quite the reverse. 

W e insist not here, on the vastly greater 
number of persons, who are employed on 
the Sabbath in driving other carriages than 
those in which the iaail is conveyed, and 
who would not be thus employed, were 
it not for the customary travelling of mail- 
stages on that day. Let us suppose all 
other travelling on the Sabbath prevent- 
ed, and all the inhabitants, exeept. mail- 
carriers, in the Lappy possession of the 
Sabbath, aud its various means of spirit- 
ual nnprovement. In that ease, would it 
not be thought a great evil, that several 
hundreds of persons should be so employ- 
ed, aS to be removed from hearing God’s 
word, from the ordinary means of graec, 
and the offers of salvation? Would not the 
whele country be filled with lamentations, 
on account of so melancholy a seclusion 
from the common blessing’ of Christian- 
ity? Is the evil less now, when the mutti- 
tudes involved in it are immensely greater, 
than in the ease supposed? and when its 
magnitude is concealed ‘by the extent and 
authority of bed example?) Would it be 
thought a small matter, that a thousand 
or fifteen hundred men sheuld be sub- 
jeeted to all the horrors of Algerive eap- 
tivity without hope of deliverance? Would 
a humane man consent, that so many in- 
dividuals shonld be exposed to immivent 
danger of such captivity, for the purpose 
of furnishing him, and others like him, 
with papers and letters a day earker than 
he would otherwise receive them? Bur 
how trifling dn evil is Algerine eaptivity 
compared to an eternal confinement in the 
great prison of despair. 

Nor is the evil to be lightly estimated 
because it may be voluntarily ineurred? 
liow many of the sufferings of this life are 
brought upon men by their voluntary 
misconduct. Yet no man thinks lighily of 
these sufferings on this account. Men are 
too ready, it is true, to trifle with their 
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the practice now under consider- 
ation <Allthe postmasters, who 
are required to open the mail on 
that day, are subjected to such 
interruptions, as must be very 
painful to a serious mind, and 
very prejudicial to religious im- 
provement. By the arrival of 
the mail, during the hours of 
public worship, many are pre- 
vented from waiting upon God 
in his house. And where this is 
not the case, how painful must it 
be, to those post-masters, whio 
have any proper regard for the 
Lord’s day, to be interrupted by 
the arrival of the mail, when 
reading the Scriptures, or, per- 
haps, in the midst of family or 
closet prayer, and compelled to 
turn their attention, for hours 
together, to letters, newspapers, 
and way-bills. How much also, 
in many cases, are their families 
disturbed, by the arrival and de- 
pariure of stages, and the noise 
and bustle whickethey occasion.* 

Nor do the evils complained 
of stop here. For the sake of 
carrying passengers on the Sab- 
bath with impunity, stage-coach- 
es are employed, even on those 
routs, where the mail might be 
conveyed with convenience on 
horseback. The cénsequence is, 


eternal interests, and to squander away 
their all, But is this a reason why they 
should be encouraged to do so? We should 
rather argue, that the disposition of men 
to neglect their souls should make every 
Christian community cautions how any 
practices are tolerated, which have an 
irresistible agepey in strengthening this 
perverse disposition. 

* In our larger towns, each post-master 
employs from two to six clerks, who are 
eceupied, inore or less, on the Sabbath, in 
the common business of the office. In 
some towns, it is believed the business 
done at the post-offiee is little less on the 
Sabbath; thao con any other day of the 
week, 


that all the stage-houses are 
subjected to morte or less dis- 
turbance every Sabbath. Some- 
body must be in waiting. Horses 
must be changed. Passeners 
must be accommodated, The 
whole company of Sabbath-break - 
ers must breakfast at one inn, 
aud dine at another. Have inn- 
keepers no souls? Have they no 
religious duties to perform? Is 
it not exceedingly to be lament- 
ed, that they should be snbjected 
to ali these interruptions on the 
Sabbath, in consequence of the 
transportation of the mails on 
that day?* 

Let another thing be consid- 
ered. The mrail-stages cannot 
travel, without making a great 
deal of disturbance. It is no un- 
common thing, where they pass 
near houses of public worship, 
for the voice of the speaker to 
be wholly contused by their rat- 
tling, while the eyes of half the 
congregation are turned to the 
doors and windows. Thousands 
and thousands of families, are 
much disturbed by the same 
means. 

Further; the multiplied pto- 
fanations of the Sabbath, which 
are occasioned by this practice, 
ought not to be Ieft out of the 
general estimate. A Stranger, 
who happens to spend the Lord’s 
day in one of our large commer- 
clal towns, has his attention ar- 
rested by crowds of people pass- 
ing by his lodgings. His first 


* Passengers in the stage, on many 
routsin the United States, are competter! 
either to travel on the Sabbath, or to stop 
on the road three or four days. Sach a 
delay cannot usually be suffered withou! 
extreme ineonvenience. PButif no stages 
travelled on the Sabbath, every passen 
ger in the stave could so arrange his jour 
nev, as tostifier no ineouvenieiice 
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thought is, that they must be 
zoing to public worship; but he 
soon recollects, that it is not the 
proper hour, and perceives, that 
they are pressing not into the 
church. but the coffee-house and 
the posi-office. | He inquires the 
cause of all this eager bustle, 
and is told, that the mail is ex- 
pected, or that it has just arri- 
ved. Butare the people of your 
city in the habit of thronging the 
post-office on the Sabbath? O 
yes, nothing is more common. 
Hundreds go thither directly 
from the churches. Whenever 
the mail arrives, people must 
and will go, to inquire for let- 
ters and to hear the news. The 
stranger, if he is a man of piety, 
answers witha sigh, Zhese things 
ought not so to be. 

We need not inquire as to the 
rest, it being perfectly obvious 
what must foilow. If newspa- 
pers and jetters are taken out, 
they will be read; and, in nine 
instances cut of ten, their con- 
tents will more or less engross 
the thoughts for the rest of the 
day. Nor is this all: many of 
the letters demand, or are 
thought to cemand, immediate 
answers, Writing these answers 
occupies much of: that time, 
which God Claims as his peculiar 
property. By the fluctuations 
ot cur own and of foreign mar- 
kets, new fields of speculation 
are opened, on which hundreds 
are cagerto enter. Nor must 
the Sabbath be permitted to pre- 
vent, or to interfere with, the re- 
quisite calculations. Ali these 
evils, and many more, are direct- 
ly occasioned every Sabbath, in 
a single town, by the arrival and 
opening of the mail. 

Now let the reader stop a mo- 


ment, and consider how many 
large commercial towns there 
are in the United States, besides 
a vast number of smaller ones, 
where the mails are opened on 
the Lord’s day; and of course 
how many thousands of people, 
of all ranks, are induced to’ pro- 
fane the day, in the manner just 
mentioned. Let him consider, 
likewise, that where the mail is 
merely carried through a place, 
without being opened, many are 
in the: habit of collecting at the 
stage-house, to glean whatever 
news they can, from the driver 
and passengers. Then let him 
say, whether a practice, which is 
productive of so much evil, ought 
not to be discontinued. 

There is one other point of 
view, in which this subject de- 
serves to be scriously contem- 
plated. Merely seeing the mail- 
stages pass every Sabbath, tends 
exceeding!ly to make the young 
think hgintly ofthat sacred in- 
stitution; to emboiden transeres- 
sours. and to increase the difficul- 
ty of executing the laws = {tis 
extremely patural for children 
to suppose, that what is sanc- 
tioned Ly high authority must be 
right. ‘They soon learn that the 
mail is carrict! by such authori- 
ty. Their first deduction is, that 
there can be no harm in the prac- 
tice. Their second, that travel- 
ling for other purposes, cannot 
be very criminal. And thus 
their reverence for the Lord’s 
day 1s gratlually weakened, and, 
in Many cases, ultimately de- 
stroyed. The mail-stages being 
filied with passengers. and per- 
mitted to go on, others think they 
have as good a right to travel in 
their private carrlages, and the 
pressure becomes so great, tha’ 
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after a few efforts to stop the 
current, magistrates and inform- 
ing officers are discouraged. 

Such are the evils of trans- 
porting the mail upon the Sab- 
bath. It takes off carriers and 
post-master's from the religious 
duties of the day; interrupts pub 
lic worship; disturbs thousands 
of families on the post-roads; in- 
duces men of business and curi- 
osity to profane the sacred rest 
in many ways; injures the rising 
generation by bad example; 
strengthens the hands ot Sab- 
bath-breakers,and weakens those 
of magistrates.* 

In view of ail these evils, I ask 
conlidentiy, wheter any thing 
short of the plea of absolute ne- 
cessity, and that plea well sup- 
ported, can justity the practice 
under consiierauon? Vo the 
question of necessity, then, let 
me now call the reader’s atten- 
tion. | 

Docsthe public interest require 
the transportation and opening of 
the mail, on the Sabbath, either 
in time of peace or war? 

|. Isit necessaryin time of peace? 
For what purpose? To facilitate 
the ordinary operations of gov- 
ernment! Surely the public in- 
terest. could not olten suffer, 


* The inroads which are made and 
mak.ng upon the Sabbath, by the arrival 
oi the mail and the keeping open of post- 
offices, are astonishingly great. It is prin- 
epaliy owing to this cause, that there is 
nore Conversation in regard to the news 
ot the day, on the Sabbath, than on any 
other day of the week. Great multitudes 
in Our large towns ave entirely engrossed, 
during the whole Lord’s day, ov the news 
al | their bus ness. We do not beheve 
tha: itis io the power of man to invent 
any other practice, whie) shall aim so di- 
"Cy, so powerfully,, and so eonstantiy, 
at the subversion of the Sabbath, and shall 
a the same time excite so little alarm, as 
the praciice of carrying the mail on that 
(av, as it is now tolerated in the United 


Bene, 
satis 


by the, short deJay which the law 
of the Sabbath requires; and when 
there is danger of public injury, 
how easily might it be prevent- 
ed, by sending off an express. 
The expense of sending ex- 
presses cannot be urged as an 
objection. because, in fact it 
would bear no proportion to the 
additional expense incurred by 
the regular transportation of the 
mail on the Sabbath. The pub- 
lic good, then, does not require 
the latter, in time of peace. 

2 Does it intime of war? Here 
something more plausible may 
be urged, in the affirmative. It 
may be said, that when a country 
is invaded, or threatened with 
invasion; when important milit- 
ary operations are going on, at 
many different points, the orders 
of government, especially in the 
war-department, must become 
very numerous; that these re- 
quire the utmost despatch, as 
well as the official returns from 
commanding officers, to the head 
of that department; and that to 
keep up these necessary comma- 
nications, the transportation of 
the mail upon the Sabbath is 
unavoidable. 

Now, [ readiiy admit, that in 
time of war it may be necessary 
to transmit despatches, on the 
Lord’s day. But is there, per- 
mit me to ask, no way of doing 
this, without keeping all the 
mails constantiygoing? How easi- 
lymight expresses be kept in rea- 
diness, at the seat of government; 
and what hinders, but that sim- 
ilararrangements mightbe made, 
in each of the military districts? 
Such arrangements would not 
only supersede the necessity of 
transporting the mils, in the 
manner complained of, but would 


produce a very considerable say-. 
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ing of expense. Nearly a sev- 
enth part of what it now costs to 
carry the mail, would be saved 
in the first instance, by letting 
that establishment lie still on the 
Sabbath; and it Is presumed, that 
not more than one seventh part 
of this saving, would be requi- 
site to pay all the necessary ex- 
presses. 

But conclusive as this view of 
the subject is, why should'I rest 
the question here, when every 
body knows, that expresses are 
now employed by the govern- 
ment, on those very routs, where 
the mails are most expeditiously 
earried? This fact destroys at 
once the plea of necessity, so far 
as the fudblic is concerned. If, 
then, it is still urged, it must be 
on the ground, not of public, but 
private interest. And here, un- 
doubtedly, we are to look for the 
mighty necessity, so earnestly 
pleaded. It is to accommodate 
the merchants, and other men 
of business, who have agents and 
correspondents in different parts 
of the country, that the mails 
must be kept constantly in mo- 
tion. But what claim have they 
to this indulgence? What claim; 
] should rather have said, have 
they upon the public, which 
makes it necessary that a prac- 
tice, most pernicious to the com- 
munity, most destructive to 
themselves, should be contin- 
ued. Is their business more im- 
portant to them, than that of the 
farmer, or the mechanic, 1s to 
to him? Must many hundreds of 
men, acting under the head of 
the post-office department, be 
deprived of the rest and all the 
biessings of holy time, to ad- 
vance the imagined private in- 
teres's of a parc of the commu- 
ni: ? Must the Sabbath, the main 


pillar of our moral and religious 
institutions, ‘be thus ‘gradually 
undermined? Must the great in. 
terests of the nation be: sacrific.. 
ed, out of complaisance to the 
unreasonable wishes ofa smal! 
part of its population? Surely, 
the most craving speculator a. 
live will not say this. 

And what is gained after all, 
by writing and receiving letters 
on the Sabbath? Was any man aq 
loser, in the long run, by keep- 
ing that sacred day holy? Let it 
be remembered, that obedience 
to the commandments of the 
Lord, has the promise of the life 
that now is, ang of that which is 
tocome. Men may seem to be 
gainers for a time by doing their 
own work on the Lord’s day, but 
this making haste to be rich un- 
cdoubtedly wild not leave them in- 
nocent, and probably will tend te 
poverty.* 


* We have often been surprised to ob- 
serve on what slender arguments the de: 
fence of the most pernicious practices i: 
oecasionally rested. Duelling, gambling, 
the theatre, and especially war and its 
consequences, are often defended by their 
respective advecates, in a train of reason- 
ing, which betrays a union of childish im- 
beeility and inveterate profligacy. In « 
similar manner, the most outrageous vio: 
lations of the Sabbath are too frequenily 
paliiated, and even defended. The only 
arguments of a private nature, which we 
have ever heard ased in faver of carrying 
tie mail on the Sabbath, are these two: 
1. The interest of merchants requires, 
that they should have early notice of the 
state of the markets, &c. 2. Cases o 
sickness, &e. &e. may occur, in which 
relatives and friends would be glad to re-, 
ceive carly intelligence from each other. 

As to the first argument, it would be 
worse than ridiculous to pretend, the 
merchants are, or ought to be, exempted 
from the general law of the Sabbath. But 
so far as merchants are to profit by tlie ar- 
rival of the mail on the Sabbath, so fa: 
are they acting as if exempted from ‘ 
wise general law, which was given for ie 
berefit of all mankind. 

Besides, to assert that merchants deriv 
even an appareat benefit from the ope” 
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The plea of necessity, then, 
for transporting and opening the 
mail on the: Sabbath, cannot be 
supported on any ground. The 
practice ought therefore to be 


ing of the mail on the Sabbath, is alto- 
ecther ap UNM arranted assumption. Sup- 
pose all the merchants of Boston, for ini- 
stance, to receive intelligenee from their 
New York correspondents on Monday 
morning instead of Sabbath morning. Is 
not the intelligence as new on Monday, as 
it would have been on the Sabbath? Let 
the Sabbath: be. perfectly removed from 
the days of business, as it was intended to 
be; let Monday morning succeed Satur- 
day evening, as to all worldly purposes, 
just as ‘l‘uesday morning succeeds Mon- 
day evening; and no inconvenicuce wil 
be perceived. But why need we argue? 
Facts, irresistible facts, prove, thai the 
imperious necessity of conveying the mail 
on the Sabbath is perfectly imaginary. 
Tal the year 1801. or 1802, if we are cor- 
reetly informe, the mail was not convey- 
ed, on the Sabbath, through any part of 
New England; perhaps not through any 
part of the United States. Did the com- 
munity then suffer? Further; within these 
few years past, during a great part of the 
time, there has been no southern mai at 
Boston, and consequentiy none at Salem, 
Newlhuirvport, Portsmouth, ke. Xe. on 
Moudays. Was this arrangement deem- 
ed an intolerable grievance? Far trom it. 
If any thing was said about news on Mon- 
dav, the answer was; We have no mail 
to-day; aud there the complamt ended. 
Yet at this very time, when the commer- 
cial world and the politieal world kept on 
in their usual courses without a Monday’s 
mail, it would) have been strenuously con- 
tended, that absolute necessity required 
the avrival of the mail on the Sabbath. 
Lut why not change the mail<lay from 
the Sabbath to Mouday? Indeed, that is 
more than we can answer. 

While upon this subject, it is proper to 
state, that, to our certain knowledge, 
come ot the mail-earriers would be glaaly 
released from earrying the mail on the 
Sbbath. The slage-proprietors, on a cer- 
tvin rout of 21 miles, were aceustomed 
to carry the mail through the whole dis- 
tance twice a week; viz. from Monday 
morning to Wednesday evening, and from 
Thursday morning to Saturday evening. 
i his arrangement permitted drivers ,post- 
r asters, and inn-keepers to rest on the 
Sabbath. At last, for a reason whieh is 
Very inadequate, ss we could easily show 
were it proper to go into particulars, a 
change was made, so that the stage now 
tx: from Monday morning to Wednes- 


discontinued, Let every Chris- 
tian patriot; let all who have the 
best interests of the nation at 
heart, exert their whole influ- 
ence in favor of the general pe- 
titidn, which is to be presented 
next winter to the National Leg- 
istature. This is no party qucs- 
tion. The object. aimed at, in 
the petition, is one, in which the 
whole body of the people are 
dceply interested Let Christians 
of different denominations vie 
with each other, in giving the pe- 
tition currency abd swelling the 
list of subscribers. Attempts at 
reformation are aptto fali for want 
of union and perseverance. Ly- 
ery man, who is likely to favor 
the object, must have the peti- 
lion presented to him tor sub- 


day evening, and from Friday morning te 
Sabbath evening; jeaving a day of rest in- 
deed, but chinsing vi from the Sabbath 
to dhursday! W heii tis Change was pro- 
poseu, every Slave-propriclor on the 
whoie rout 1eionstrated against it; vet 
ali were compelled to agree to it, or not 
have their contracts renewed; so. that 
how the stage travels every S bbath 70 
mies at each end of the rout, making 140 
niles out of 210, contrary to the wishes 
of the stage-proprietors, drivers, post- 
misters and inn-keepers, and, we have a 
right to presume, of the passengers also. 
Let it be added, that passengers on a 
part of this rout must proceed on the 
Sabbath, or be leit ou Satusuay evening 
withvut any means of advaieng on their 
journey, till the easuing Wednesdey; and 
even then:they could not be admitted: if 
the stage should be full. 

As to the argument that friends may 
be sick, or in trouble at a distance, and 
inteligerce may be desired from them on 
the Sabbath; it is a sufficient reply, that 
the propos. d wavaniage is so smatl and se 
contingent, as to bear no sort of prepor- 
tiou to the magnitude of the evil in ques. 
tion. Accordmg to this sigument, it 
would be the duty of thousands in a pop- 
ulous city to send for their letters, and 


read them, on the Sabbath, oi aceount of 


the probability that some one out of 
thousand would receive a ietter containing 
something of the kind supposed. A de- 
mand so extravagant as this cannot be 
considered as requiring further consicers- 
ven. 
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scription. ‘To this end, let the 
business be done systematically, 
by entrusting it to some thorough 
person, Or. persons, in every 
town, who will engage to sce 
to it effectually. Let this Course 
be adopted every where, and it 
can hardly be doubted, I think, 
that the voice of the people will 
be. so strong and decisive, as to 
induce Congress to take the sub- 
ject into their serious consider- 


alion. and pass a law to remedy: 


the evil. 

Will it be said, by anv body, 
that such un application as is 
contemplated would be disres- 
pectiul to the national legisia- 
ture? How so? I never heard of 
its being deemed improper, to 
petition Congress on subjects of 
minor importance; how then can 
it be. in a case which involves 
the highest and bes. interests of 
the present, and of succeeding, 
generations! The intended pe- 
tition does not imply even a vir- 
tual condemnation of any former 
legislative act; for f am weil as- 
sured, that no law exists, which 
requires, or in express terms 
permits, ihe evil complained of. 
Carrying and opening the mails 
ep the Sabbath, is a mere regu- 
Jation of the Post-master Gen- 
eral. 

Let not the timid and faith- 
less suggest, that the application, 
however wejl supported, will 
be ineffectual. It is not to be 
believed, until the trial shall 
have been fairly made, that the 
great council of our nation will 
hastily reject so reasonable a re- 
quest, especially when made by 
the great body of the wise and 
good, from one end of the Unit- 
ed States to the other. Even if 
Congress were known to be hos- 
tile to the application, a suppo- 


Ocr. 
sition which I am far from mak- 
ing, it would be very unbecom- 
ing in those, who believe that all 
hearts are in the hand. of the 
Lord, to despair of success. Let 
us do our duty and cheerfuily 
leave the event with God. Let 
us bestow our labor, and zn due 
season we shall reap, if we faint 
not. 


For the Panoplist.: 
ON MINISTERIAL FELLOWSHIP. 


It is proper that we should remind the 
reader, that we are not to be consider- 
ed as approving every opimiou expresssed 
in all the articles which we publish, We 
think the following piper will be useful, 
though we do not precisely agree with 
the writer in every particular. Eo. 


Ir is extremely desirable, that 
intimate union should subsist 
among all the servants of the 
Prince ot Peace. But the state 
of things in our country is such, 
that when a faithful man has en- 
tered the ministry, he finds it 
dificuit to regulate his  ex- 
changes of labors, and other acts 
of fellowship, in such a manner 
as to satisfy his own conscience, 
Maintain uniformly the cause of 
truth, commend himself to the 
people of his charge, and pre- 
serve that intercourse with other 
ministers, which custom and pro- 
priety seem to require The 
principal cause of this difficulty 
is, that many professed teachers 
of the Gospel, theugh not openly 
heretical or immoral, keep back 
part of the truth, and preach the 
remainder in such a manner as 
to render it without effect. 
With such persons some faith- 
ful men do not exchange minis- 
terial labors, and have but little 
ministerial intercourse; and they 
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are consequently censured for 
their want of charity, and accused 
of inconsistency. Other faithful 
men do exchange with them, and 
thus grieve many of God's chil- 
dren, and strengthen, however 
unintentionally, the hands of the 
enemy aguinst those who are 
more firm and decided. 

A belief that the subject has 
been too long neglected induces 
me to offer a few thoughts upon 
itto the public. itis a subject 
of great and increasing interest 
to our churches. 

I propose, 

I. To describe several differ- 
ent kinds of ministers. 

II. To offer some rules of 
ministerial intercourse or fellow- 
ship. 

I shall, in the first place, at- 
tempt to describe several differ- 
ent kinds of ministers. I would 
not judge another man’s ser- 
vants; much less the servants of 
the Most High God. I would 
not unnecessarily prociaim the 
failings of ministers. I would 
not wantonly expose the naked- 
ness of the jand of Israel, and 
cause the uncircumcised to re- 
joice. I shall endeavor to speak 
on this subject, as the cause of 
truth demands, with meekness 
and fear. 

It should be lamented, but 
cannot be denied, that there is a 
great diversity of character 
among those, who have been 
regularly ordained to the work 
of the ministry in the Congrega- 
tional churches. 

_ 4. There are some unhappy 
instances (though I trust but 
very few) of men, who are known 
to be immoral in their lives; 
whose conduct has brought 
great reproach upon the Chris- 


an name and ministry; who, 
VoL. X. 


nevertheless, are not regularly 
ejected from office. They retain 
their standing through the favor 
of particular friends; perhaps of 
a party among their people; or 
through the fears of others, who, 
though dissatisfied, vet neglect 
to support the discipline of the 
church. I cannot forbear here 
to notice the great defect, which 
seems to exist in our pian of 
church government in this par- 
ticular; and to express the hope, 
that the evil here mentioned, 
will, among others, convince us 
of the necessity of adopting a dif- 
ferent course. 

2. There are men of regular 
standing in the minisiry, who 
avow error, and preach it. I 
mean, that they expressly deny 
some of the leading and funda- 
mental truths of the sacred ora- 
cles, and instead of these, preach 
their own preconceived opinions, 


and the delusive inventions of. 


others. Here, again, there is no 
regular and united separation of 
the churches from those who 
live in error. 

3. There are some ministers, 
whose conduct cannot be proved 
to be immoral, but is in a great 
measure inconsistent with the 
Gospel; who are conformed to 
this world; who are generally 
considered as men of the worid; 
whose lives are such as not to 
reprove, but strengthen, the 
wicked, 

4. Others are unexceptiona- 
bie in their external conduct, and 
their preaching is not directly 
heretical; but is, in its effect, 
subversive of the Gospel. J re- 
ter to those, who do not preach 


the doctrines of grace, nor yet: 


explicitly deny them. They ad- 
vance some opinions consistent 
with the Gospel, and many 
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which are not. They declaim, 
in general terms, upon the ex- 
cellency of religion, but explain 
nothing. They inveigh earnest- 
Iy against sin, but not in such a 
manner as to show their hearers 
that ¢hey are guilty, or in dan- 
ger. They preach Salvation by 
Christ, as a Teacher and Exem- 
plar, while they forget that he 
bled for lost sinners. They 
sometimes declare a doctrinal 
truth, and hinder ail its effect by 
an efroneous application. 

5. A fifth class may compre- 
hend those, who are orthodox in 
sentiment, and regular in their 
lives; but who give no evidence 
of a sfiritual mind. They can 
preach upon doctrines; but say 
nothing upon experience, and 
the life of God in the soul. In 
their bands the truth appears to 
be a Collection of speculative 
facts, arranged and connected 
with mathematical precision, 
but it does not resemble the 
words of Christ, which are spirit 
and life. 

6. IL biess God I may still add, 
that there are many, who preach 
the truth as it is in Jesus; who 
understand the things whereof 
they affirm; whose lives in a 
good degree manifest the power 
of god}jiness; and who commend 
themselves to every man’s con- 
science in the sight of God. 

I shall not consume time in 
adducing evidence of the accura- 
cy of these statements. Every 
man of information can testify, 
that the foregoing varieties of 
character are found among min- 
isters, as they appear to human 
view. 

I proceed to inquire, secondly, 
whether some rules may not be 
adopted, for the regulation of 





fellowship with different kinds 
of ministers. 

The advocates of liberality will 
scarcely contend, that all who are 
found in the sacred office should 
be received, by a faithful man, 
into full and perfect fellowship. 
The most strenuous advocate of 
unvarying truth, having the spir- 
it of Christ, will object to any 
measure tending unnecessarily 
to increase divisions and strifes. 
I should only be anxious to know 
what our Lord will have us to 
do, and to do it in his spirit. No 
separation should be made on 
account of private or personal 
injuries, party animosities, or 
trifling differences of opinion. 
Suck considerations should yield 
to the interests of the Redeemer, 
and not disturb our unity in him. 
In case of a necessary separa- 
tion, it should be made in the 
spirit of meekness, forbearance, 
and love. The party to whom 
fellowship is denied, shouid be 
informed of the objections of the 
other; and all evangelical means 
should be used to convince him 
of his error. 

Ministerial intercourse may 
be divided into three kinds. In 
the first, I merely acknowledge 
official character, without any 
special connexion with the min- 
ister. Thus I address a man by 
his proper title, and recognise 
his ministerial character, in the 
common intercourse of life. I 
acknowledge, that his official 
acts, such as preaching, admin- 
istering the ordinances, and as- 
sisting in ordinations, are valid. 
In the second sort of intercourse, 
I acknowledge his official char- 
acter by acting with him, in cases 
not altogether voluntary on my 
part, or in a duty to which I have 
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been called by others... Of this 
kind is the act of sitting with 
him in_ councils,  Associa- 
tions of ministers, are of two 
kinds. If the association, with 
which I am connected, meet on 
the broad principle of merely 
acknowledging each other as 
ministers regujarly ordained, I 
may voluntarily @iijte with them, 
and shall exercise this second 
sort of intercourse. But if they 
have any special bond of union, 
containing articles of faith or 
specified principles for mutual 
assent, and I should voluntarily 
unite with them, I should ex- 
press a stricter intercourse. In 
the third degree, | exchange la- 
bors, or by some other action 
voluntarily engage another minis- 
ter to perform pastoral duues 
for me; thus conveying my own 
opinion and approbation of his 
principles and conduct, and ex- 
pressing the most perfect and 
litimate ministerial fellowship. 
It is clearly rightand proper,that, 
in all cases where the course of 
duty is doubiful, and our prc fess- 
ed brethren are concerned, we 
should be careful to listen to the 
culls of candor and forbearance. 

I now proceed .to state some 
rules, which seem calculated to 
direct my own conduct in thls 
matter. 

i. We mustadmit all the ree- 
ular ministers, whom I have de- 
scribed, to some degree of inter- 
course. This rule is justified 
by our Lord’s direction to his 
discipies and the muititude, con- 
cerning the regular officers in 
the Jewish church, who were 
not faithful and of good charac- 
ter. Zhe Scribes and the Phar- 
tsees sit in doses’ seut. All, 
therefore, svhatecocver they bid 







you observe, that observe and do; 
but do ye net after their works; 
jor they say and do not. This 
amounts to a direction to re- 
spect the office, the institution 
of God; though we cannot ap- 
prove and reverence the man. 
We regard the same rule, in re- 
spect to private brethren. We 
commune with professed Chiris- 
tians in the same church, though 
they may give us no evidence 
of piety. lf they become im- 
moral or heretical, we must re- 
gard them as brethren, apd not 
rejeci them, except in a regular 
and evangelical way. So all 
professed ministers of Christ, 
who have Lad a regular induc- 
tion to the office, must be ac- 
knowledged as such, until they 
are regularly silenced. ‘This 
rule will not be disputed; for so 
far as my information extends, 
no man administers the crdi- 
nance of baptism a second time 
to one, who has received it even 
from an immoral or heretical 
minister, still retaining his stand- 
ing in the church.* 

2. A faithful minister should 
withho!d intercourse, in the sec- 
ond and third degrees, from min- 
isters who are known to be im- 
moral or heretical. He shouid 
refuse to sit with them in coun- 
cils and associations, or to inter- 
change labors with them, Thus 
far he can ane ought to come 
out from them, and be separatc; 
marking and avoiding those, who 
cause offences Contrary to sound 
doctrlue, aid keeping his gar- 
ments trom bemg polluted with 
their iniquities. He does not in 


* The General Assembly of the Pres- 
byterian Church have lately decided, that 
baptism, administered by a Unitarian, j is 


not valid. Ev. 
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this case, (as he would, if he de- 
nied their official acts,) take up- 
on himself the office of condem- 
ning and  excommunicating 
them. He only acts for himself, 
and withdraws from those, whose 
doctrine and life are known to 
be contrary to the Gospel. He 
exercises the private right of 
withdrawing from those, who 
are not disciplined as they should 
be, by the proper authority. 

3. A faithful minister may 
withhoid the strictest degrce of 
fellowship from those, who dive 
after the fashion and course of 
this world, although they cannot 
be charged with gross immoral- 
ities. Their lives hinder the 
Gospel, aud bring reproach up- 
on religion. My voluntary con- 
nexion with them would in- 
crease the evil effect. Perhaps, 
however, a faithful minister 
would not be authorized to re- 
iuse sitting with such an one, in 
a council or association. 

4. With ministers of the filth 
and sixth classes an evangelical 
minister may hold the highest 
degree of communion. If the 
neighboring ministers are mor- 
al, exemplary, and orthodox, 
without spirituality, his connex- 
ich with them will be less agree- 
able, than with those who drink 
into the same spirit; whose 
hearts glow with the love of 
Christ. . But with both he may 
doubtless live on terms of inti- 
macy. and fulfil his duty to Christ 
and the peopie over whom the 
Holy Ghost bas made him an 
overseer, by admitung them to 
his pujpit. O that all who are 
cailed ambassadors of Christ 
would mind and speak the same 
things, and: strive together for 
the faith of the Gospel. Then 


would they all find, as many now 
do, how pleasant it is for breth- 
ren to dwell and labor together 
In unity. 

It only remains to inquire 
what rule should regulate min- 
isterial imiercourse with those, 
who are unexceptionable In their 
lives, and do not expressly avow 
and advocate a system of error; 
but whose preaching is in its ef- 
fects subversive of the truth. 

5. A servant of Christ may 
exercise to men of this class, 
(the fourth as above) two kinds 
ef intercourse; but must with- 
hold the third. In other words, 
he may acknowledge their offi- 
Clal character, and unite’ with 
them in councils and associa- 
tions, but not in exchange of la- 
bors and other acts of sirict fel- 
lowship. 

As this is the principal object 
of inquiry, and probably the on- 
ly disputed point on this subject, 
(except among those who find 
no heresy in the world.) my re- 
marks will be more particular. 

All will admit, that to such 
men we should extend the first 
degree of intercourse. 

Some decm it inconsistent to 
decline exchanges and yet unite 
in councils and associations. [| 
believe it is not Inconsistent, and 
will assign my reasons. 

If an association bas a special 
bond of union, it would be im- 
preper for me to une with 
them, and for each individual to 
unite with me, unless we could 
ail assent to the principles of 
union; and alter union upon spe- 
cial principles, I ought to have 
fellowship with every member, 
so far as those principles re- 
quire. But if neighboring min- 
isters associate on ihe simple 
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principle, that each a¢cknowl- 
-dges all the others as regular 
srdained ministers, I may come 
n among them, and make no 
more professions of feilowship, 
und exercise no higher degree 
f it, than if I should meet one 
of them at the house of a friend, 
or ina public place, and address 
im by his title. H strict fellow- 
ship be not implied in associa- 
ing, I may associate, yet not be 
inconsistent in refusing to cx- 
change ministerial labors. 

1 see no objection to meeting 
in council on the same princi- 
ples I attend there to perform 
aduty io which I am called I 
have no voice in calling others 
to assist in this doty. The min- 
ister in the case supposed, is not 
of such a character, as that I 
should be considered by the 
world as couniving at manifest 
wickedness, or heresy, if I 
should act with him on the occa- 
sion. [I am not understood to 
express an approbation of all the 
members of the council, in ev- 
ery respect, by sitting with them. 
Iam called to another service. 
1 may attend to it in connexion 
with ‘other men, merely ac- 
knowledging that they are in the 
ministerial office; and, if it is 
known that my religious opin- 
ions are different from theirs, I 
shall hazard nothing by doing it. 
I may do much good; | may pre- 
vent much evil; whereas, if 1 had 
deciined sitting, I should have 
preciuded myself from the op- 
portunity, 

But in exchanging labors with 
4 minister, or inviting him to 
Preach to the people of my 
charge, I am altogether volunta- 
"y+ I cail him to a service; it is 
tuy business to see, that he is 


qualified for that service. If T 
have reason to believe he will 
subvert the truth, it is clearly 
my duty not to invite him tg 
preach. 

The importance of this sub- 
ject constrains me to add some- 
thing more upon the character 
of the preachers here intended. 
I mean to include in this class 
all those, who do not preach the 
essential truths of the Gospel. A 
man may not deny these truths, 
and yet neglect to preach them; 
or he may so intermix truth with 
error, as to lead his hearers in 
the way to death and hell. There 
are some, who preach the truth 
substantially but indistinctly. I 
would extend the hand of strict 
fellowship to all such as appear 
to be advocates of the grace of 
God to sinners through Christ 
our Lord; and who preach so 
much truth, as that their preach- 
ing tends, on the whole, to lead 
their hearers in the way of 
lite. It is evident that our Lord 
would not send an ambassador, 
who did not in the midst of all 
his infirmitics and mistakes de- 
liver that truth, which is abje to 
save the soul. He will be so ex- 
plicit, as that his people will be 
able to learn, essentially, what 
the Lord their God bas said. 
He will not give such an uncer- 
tain sound with the trumpet, as 
that no one shall understand how 
to prepare himself for the bat- 
tle. He will not address rebels 
as if they were obedient sub- 
jects; nor leave a trembiing in- 
quiring sinner in doubt concern- 
ing the author and the way of 
pardon, righteousness and life. 
He who fails in thus commend- 
ing himscli to men as the servant 
of Christ, cannot surely be fully 
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accredited by the faithful ser- 
yants of their Lord.~ Our prin- 
cipal cause of complaint with 
respect to some ministers §is, 
that they omit some important 
truths, while they preach others, 
thus mens to declare the 
ahole counsel of God; that they 
give very general, vague, and | in- 
adequate views of the doctrines 
they do preach; that when they 
exhibit aa important truth, they 
totally pervert it by a misappli- 
cation; that they mingle the 
truth, when they exhibit it at all, 
with much carnal reasoning 
and heathen morality. A few 
exampies will illustrate my 
meaning. Some have called up- 
on their hearers to believe in 
Christ, ana have represented 
him as the Savior of the world, 
who yet never speak of the ex- 
cellence of his nature, and the 
giories of his person, as the true 
God manifest in the flesh; thus 
passing over, though not express- 
ly denying, the mystcry of god- 
liness. Some have told sinners 
they must be saved by the right- 
cousness of Christ, and have yet 
directed them to trust in their 
own righteousness. They have 
passed over, if not directly deni- 
ed, the great doctrine of regen- 
eration by special divine influ- 


ence. They totaliy obscure the- 


bright effulgent glory of the di- 
vine Justice, and of God’s ef 
law, by saying that the law is poe, 
but exccediugly strici; and that 
God is not so hard a master as to 
require or expecta perfect obe- 
dience and conformity from his 
frail, ignorant unfortunate crea- 
wures,especially underthe Gospel 
dispensation, and since Christ has 
kindiy alleviated the burden we 
were notable to bear, appeased 


the anger of God, and brought 
down the divine demands to suit 
our fallen state and character. 
They often destroy the good 
effect of all the truth they have 
taught, or rather give ita very 
pernicious effect, by forgetting 
that most of their hearers are, 
and all have been, rebels against 
God, and dead in trespasses and 
slate. This is, indeed, with 
many the grand failure. For. 
getting that the human heart is 
totally corrapt, or expressly as. 
seruing the contrary, und exto}- 
ling its supposed virtues, they 
do not preach eyen the truzhs 
of God’s word, as messengers 
of his grace to guilty men. They 
do not humble tke sinner at the 
feet of a Savior of sovereign 
mercy. ‘They do not call upon 
rebels to submit; but rather up- 
on obedient subjects to perse- 
vere In wel} doing, and perhaps 
to amend a lew thing's wiach 
may be amiss. They co not Jay 
open the deceits of a wicked 
heart; but, by a perverted ‘appil- 
cation of the promise S, quiet the 
fears of the impenitent, and cry 
peace to those who are not hum- 
ble and contrite. They make no 
distincuons. They confound tae 
outward morality and the amia- 
bie instincts of sinners with the 
evangelical obedience of the 
chiidren of God. They con- 
found the sorrows of the world, 
vyhich worketh death, as In Ju. 
das and Ahab, with the godly 
sorrow, Which is unto life. They 
confound speculative with trans- 
forminy faith; (hus bringing the 
devil himseil, (if thei principle 
were Carried tu its iuli length, 
within the intent of the prom- 
ise, He that believeth shall b: 
saved, 
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The man who preaches thus, 
in my view, preaches another 
Gospel. He deludes those whom 
he was sent to alarm. He han- 
dles the word of God deceitful- 
ly; he hides his instructions; he 
forgets his character and office; 
he deserts the service which he 
professed to undertake; he be- 
trays the trust his Master repos- 
ed in him; he joins the Lord’s 
rebellious subjects, flatters them 
with the hope of His favor, and 
perverts His word to the base 
purpose of sanctioning both the 
rebellion and the deception. He 
may do all this, and yet not deny, 
openly and expressly, one doc- 
trine of the living oracles, when 
stated in general terms. 

Such being my view of the 
subject, can [ lend, ought I to 
jend, my voluntary aid in this 
work of delusion and death? Can 
I freely d:d Aim God sfeed, and 
become fiartaker of his evil 
deeds? Can I open my pulpit to 
him, and invite him to come 
and delude those precious souls, 
whom I am bound to feed with 
knowledge and understanding? 
Can I introduce him, with a 
moral certainty that he will ad- 
vance sentiments pieasing to 
impenitent men, and so much 
the more calculated for recep- 
tion, because they are connected 
with some portions of the truth; 
more dangerous.to unwary souls, 
than direct and flagrant attacks 
on the doctrines according to 
godliness? Shall f invite him to 
preach in my stead those things 
which I couid never preach my- 
self, though tortures ana racks 
should compel me? I desire to 
be excused I will regard the 
otfce he sustains. I will not 
object to unite with him in those 


duties to which others may have 
called us both. I will not as- 
sume the office of his Judge and 
mine in determining his final 
state. I will admonish him asa 
brother; I will bear testimony 
against his conduct or princi- 
ples, so far as I think it my 
duty, in the spirit of meekness; 
I _ wiil, God giving me grace, 
pray for his conversion and sal- 
vation. But I cannot freely re- 
quest him to disseminate de- 
structive principles, and perver- 
sious of the Gospel. 

I confess that when I confer 
with flesh and blood, when [I 
value the friendship and favor 
of men, when I am in spirit cons 
formed to this world, | find ma- 
ny vain reasonings, Caiculations, 
and suggestions, on this subject. 
But when I go into the sanctua- 
ry; when I can realize the worth 
of souis, their awfully dangerous 
and critical state, and the pre- 
cious value of time and oppor- 
tunity to pluck them as brands 


Jrom the burning; when I can 


regard supremely the glory and 
honor of God in the prevalence 
of his truth, | am confirmed be- 
yond a doubt in the course of 
dutv. And it is not improper to 
add, that 1 am guiieved to the 
heart with the conduct of some 
of my brethren, who themselves 
preach and love the truth, and 
yet, by exchanges, countenance 
and encourage those, who dauh 
with untempered mortar. I typst 
itis done through the power of 
custom, and fiom want of sat- 
isfaciion respecting the call of 
duty in so difficult a case; and I 
therefore intreat them to review 
the subject with ardent prayer, 
and close attention to the Serip- 
tures, 
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It may be proper briefly to 
reply to the most common and 
plausible arguments in favor of 
exchanges with men of the above 
characier, 

It is said, we may do good to 
people, to whom we should have 
no access unless by exchanging 
labors with their ptinisters. But 
we should not do evil, even that 
good may come. It seems but 
poor policy to poison a hundred, 


“for the chance of curing one or 


two, or even an equal number. 
Neither is he a faithful shep- 
herd, who, trom tender regard 
to his neighbor’s flock, goes to 
took after them, leaving his own 
to the attacks of wolves, and 
eveh inviting one to guard them 
in his absence. 

It is said; we may preach er- 
roneously ourselves, and our 
own people ought to have the 
opportunity to hear others, that 
they may prove all opinions, and 
then judge. We reply, that we 
are unfit for the sacred trust, if 
we have any doubt of the cer- 
tainty of the truths of the Gos- 
pel; and Satan wili take all care 
to furnish our people with a 
sufficient variety of delusive 
hopes and plausible lies, with- 
eut our Conbivance. 

It is said, that in this way we 
withhold that fellowship which 
we professed, when we received 
ordination from men of this de- 
scription; when we accepted the 
right hand from them, and gave 
thtm ours. I reply, that a can- 
didate is not supposed to know, 
and very rarely docs in fact 
know, the particular religious 


Opinions of all the members of 
the council by whom he is or- 
duined. . He is bound to pre- 
sume, till he has good reason to 
believe the contrary, that the 
professed servants of Christ are 
his real servants. Supposing 
this charitable presumption to 
prove erroneous, how can he be 
bound to receive and treat the 
known subverters of the Gospel 
as its true friends? 

It is said, that to exclude a 
man from perfect fellowship by 
declining exchanges, 1s. arro- 
gant, an assumption of authori- 
ly; that it is uncharitable and 
censorious, If so, then did 
Paul transgress exceedingly and 
frequently. To name only one 
instance. Would he have ex- 
Changed labors with the angel 
Jrom heaven, whom he would 
lay under the apathema of Jeho- 
vah, for freaching another Gos- 
fel? And what was that other 
Gospel, which was not another? 
i.e. which was no Gospel at all? 
A deviation from the truth, 
which the liberal preachers of 
the present time would deem 
very trifling indeed, and no cause 
of the least separation, or even 
of admonition. 

No, let us contend earnestly 
Sor the faith once deltvered to the 
saints, and endeavor to be pure 
from the biood of all men, by 
preaching the truth, and guard- 
ing their minds against error. 
Thus let us wait for that blessed 
day, when the watchmen shall sec 
eye to eye, and when the Lord 
shall bring again Zion. 

Azro, 
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MISCELLANEOUS. | 


VALEDICTORY ADBRESS. 


Arrenr the annual examination of the stu- 
dents in the Theological Seminary at 
Andover, one of the members of the 
class then about to leave the institution 
delivers a valedictory address. ‘The 
style and sentiment of these addresses 
have uniformly been such as to strength- 
en the favorable impression made by 
the examination, and to do credit to the 
institation. At the élose of the late ex- 
amination, Mr. Tuomas H. Gattavu- 
nev, of Hartford, Conn. performed this 
part of the anniversary solemnities. We 
applied for a copy of his address, and 
are gratified in being able to lay it be- 
fore our readers. Ep. 


Ir is very grateful to those, who 
are just leaving this seminary, 
thus to have an opportunity of 
bidding all connecicd with it an 
affectionate farewell As we ex- 
change this peaceful retreat for 
the busy aud momentous scenes 
of untried action, we cannot but 
look, with a mel.ncholy pleas- 
ure, on the countenances of 
friends, whom many of us now 
see for the last time. Their 
united presence awakens athou- 
sand associations in our minds, 
and fills the past, the present and 
the future, with the deepest in- 
terest. 

If we retrace the ‘ lines” of 


life, which have “fallen to us” so - 


pleasantly for three years past, 
here are those venerable men 
through whose generosity and 
guardianship we have received 
fiom Heaven our “goodly herit- 
age.” If we review the steps 
we have trod, however few and 
feeble, in pursuit of religious 
uth and of those gifts and 
graces which the sacred office 
requires, here are tose faithful 
insiructors who haye opened to 
Vor X. 


us the fields of their own know1- 
edge, guided us in our various 
researches, and labored, by their 
prayers and counsels, to direct 
us in the path of usefulness and 
duty. Here, too, are our fellow- 
students, whose Christian friend- 
ship and converse have smooth- 
ed the oecasional dithcuities of 
eur way, and from whom we aré 
soon to be separated, to wander 
in a mazy world, and to jabor in 
whatever part of the vineyard 
our conimon Master may see fit 
to place us. 

If separation is ever painful, 
and the expression of sorrow be- 
coming, then might we be in- 
duiged, at thistime; in giving 
vent to our feelings—But we 
jorbear.—and* choose rather to 
shed a more cheerful aspect on 
the scene, by considering, that 
we are drawing nearer the goal 
to which our eye has been long 


directed; that we are about to | 


pursue a course which, though 
arduous, is deiipitfui; and that 
these, whose kind offices we arc 
soon to lose, will still accompa- 
hy us With their prayers, that we 
may “run? with fidelity and “na- 
ticnce the race that is set before 
us.” We wiil forget, then, 
“those things which are behind, 
and reaching forth unto those 
things which are before, press 


toward the mark, for the prize of 


the high cailing of God in Chris: 
Jesus.” Our emotions shall be 


those of asercne and joytui grat- 

iiude tor the advantages which 

we have so liberaily enjoyed at 

this seminary, and for the hope 

we may venture to entertain, 

though “with fear and trem- 
57 
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bling,” of being made, in some 
humble degree, the useful m- 
sttuments of promoting the 
cause of the Redeemer. While 
we thus acknowledge the good 
ness of God, and recognize Him 
alone as the atthor of all our 
blessings, we are not unmindful 
how much we owe to those 
who have been the generous 
stewards of his bounty. And 
they will pardon us, if we take 
this public opportunity of pre- 
senting to them our united 
thanks, for the liberality which 
founded, and the care which has 
fostered, this seminary, in the 
benefits of which we have so 
richly participated, 

Resfiected Founders, Benefac- 
tors and Guardians, 

We have learned from the his- 
tory of the institution, whose 
sixth anniversary is this day cel- 
ebrated, what were the motives 
which Jed to its establishment, 
und what are the cbjects it was 
designed to accomplish; motives 
and objects commensurate with 
all that is of real interest in this 
life, and of awful Import in the 
future. For whatis the end of our 
being? Something above this low 
vale, in which we grope, of fleet- 
ins and shadowy images. Some- 
thing beyond the dazzling top of 
worldly grandeur, to which, for 
ares, the ardent eye of genius. 
and the step of panting ambition 
have been directeds Something, 
which he sees not, whose gaze 
is bounded by tlie horizon of this 
earthy ball, however proud may 
be the eminence on which he 
stands, however keen the glance 
and extensive the scope of his 
intellectual vision. Something 
which was hid from the “wise 
and prudent” of heathen antiqui- 
ty, save where its few and scat- 


Ocr. 


tered rays penetrated their moral 
midnight, through the medium 
of traditionary revelation.. On 
us revelation beams in meridian 
splendor. The Gospel has shed 
the clear light of eternity on 
what would else have remained 
dark and gloomy. It has shown 
us whither our path through this 
life leads. It has extended our 
sphere of vision into the bound- 
less regions of futurity, and, in- 
vested every thing here below 
with a sublime dignity and, im- 
portance, by Raking ity Most in- 
dissolubly. to the eternal. destiny 
which awaits us. _It has taught 
us, that the great end of our deing 
is to promote the glory of God 
and the welfure of the Redeeme. 
er’s kingdom, and that man’s 
truest happiness is to devote to 
these objects the best affections 
of his heart, and the most earn- 
est labors of his hands. Many 
there are, who are wise to obey 
this heavenly monitor, according 
to the humble measure of their 
talents, and the limited sphere of 
their exertions. But to afew 
only is given the exalted pleas- 
ure of bearing a conspicuous 
part in this cause of God; of 
contributing from their sub- 
stance the ample resources 
which it requires, or of promot- 
ing by their influence and guid- 
ing by their wisdom its grand and 
comprehensive movements. . Of 
this class are Buchananand Wil- 
berforce; men, who discern a 
meaning in the aspect of human 
affairs, which eludes the wisdom 
of this world; and standing on a 
higher eminence than they oc- 
cupy, who compose the cabinets 
of kings and wield the desunies 
of empire,—and looking beyond 
the narrow maxims of state-poli- 
cy and the petty interests of rival 
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yations,--observe in the progress 
of human events the silent 
though sure advarice of the Re- 
deemer’s cause to its final vic- 
tory and triumph. These are 
the men whose hearts glow, and 
whose hands toil, in the business 
of doing good, upon a scale wor- 
thy ef their own character, and 
of the catse in which they are 
engaged. | 

With such spirits did you as- 
sociate, Respected Founders, 
Benefactors and Guardians, and 
for such objects, in the estab- 
lishment of this seminary. For 
without assigning to your gene- 
rous exertions the precise rank 
which they hold among the vari- 
ous noble projects of Christian 
benevolence, which have, of late 
years, engrossed the attention 
and cailed forth the efforts of 
the friends of Zion, we may ven- 
ture so far to “magnify” our ex- 
pected “office,” as to say, that 
without a faithful and learned 
ministry, no sober hopes can be 
indulged of extending the sway 
of the Redeemer’s kingdom. To 
furnish such a ministry has been 
the object of your beneficence. 
Future generatiens in our own 
country, bay, in these regions 
of the east, which now sit in 
darkness, will have reason to 
embalm your names in their 
memory, and thank the Giver of 
“every good and perfect gift” 
for having sent them, through 


your instrumentality, the words, 


of eternal Jife.—Ambalm your 
names in their memory! Alias! 
we may yet have to perlorm this 
melancholy duty, as we now 
cherish the ‘grateful remem- 
brance of those who were ori- 
ginally associated with you in this 
pious underaking. The gencrous 
Norris and his consort. the yven- 


oo 


erable Abbot have Icft you; and 
she,* too, the ornament of her 
sex, whose graces adorned with 
their milder lustre the splendor 
of your united benevolence. 
They rest from their labors, and 
their works do follow them. We 
have heard the history of the-+ 
prayers and cfforts, together 
with yours, for the establish- 
ment and prosperity of this sem- 
inary. We wiil ever retain the 
recollection of this goodness. 
And, as we have access to the 
throne of grace, we will pray 
Almighty God, that your path 
like theirs, may shine mere and 
more unio the fierfect day; that 
the sun of your declining years 
may sit cloudicss and serene; 
and that the morning may at 
length beam upon you of a glo- 
rious and happy resurrection, 
Respected Founders, Benefac- 
tors and Guardians, we bid you 
an affectionate farewell. 
Reverend Professors, 
Through your hands we have 
more immediately received the 
benefits of this seminary. We 
owe you many thanks for the 
paternal soliciitude, with which 
you have watched over us, and 
for the kind manner in which 
you have encoutayed us, at all 
times, to resort to you for coun- 
sel and advice. And while there 
throbs in our hearts one pulse of 


* The reader, who is. acquainted with 
the origin and progress of the Theological 
Seminary, need not be informed, that the 
late Madam Phebe Phillips, relict. ot the 
late Hon. Samuel Phillips, is here alluded 
to. ‘The pious liberality of that excellent 
lady endeared her name to many Chris: 
tians who never saw her; and her-amiable. 
manners, hospitality, kindness, sincerity, 
and active benevolence, made a deep aud 
Jasting impression on all, who were inti- 
nately acquainted with her. For a more 
particular account of Mrs. Phillips, sce the 
Penoniist far Janniary 1813, p. 343. Ria 
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manly independence; while we 
‘continue to claim the unaliena- 
bie rights of conscience, and to 
cherish a sober though generous 
freedom of. i inquiry in pursuit of 
religious truth, we will never 
forget the candor, the conde- 
cension, the affability, we had 
alone said the familiarity, with 
which you have guided our in- 
vestigations. Here we have 
been free from the fetters which 
dogmatical’ wisdom imposes, 
Here we have been encouraged 
to form our opinions from the 
jure word of God, and, without 
reserve, to suggest doubts, to 
propose difficuities, and to offer, 
fearicss of celsure, our own 
views and illustrations of what- 
ever subject has engrossed our 
attention. You have exercis- 
ed no dominion over our faith 
but that of truth. You have thus 
enabled us to settle our opinions 
on an immoveable basis; not like 
the sandy’ foundation, for ever 
shifting, trembiing, and ready to 
fall, of Avs belicf, who relies on 
mere human authority, and who, 
therefore, bas always reason to 
suspect the influence of preyju- 
dice on his mind, and to fear 
lest his sentiments change just 
as fast as he finds an oracle, 
which he may deem wiser than 
his formeronre. Still, we would 
ever bear in mind, what you have 
so often inculcaied upon us, that 
rocre human attainments and 
soundness of religious doctrine 
are worth nothing without Icr- 
vent piety ond an arcent Jove for 
the souis of men; that the work 
in which we hope to engage 1s 
ene of awlul responsibility; that 
the wisdom of God enlightening 
our mitds, aid his grace punfy- 
ing our hearts can aione quailly 
us forit; and that nothing but 


his “strength made perfect: in 
our weakness” can catry Us 
through its important and ardu- 
ous duties—-We solicit, dear 


Sirs, the continuance of your 


prayers, that we may “be strong 
in the grace which is in Christ 
Jesus,” and “faithful ‘unto the 


death” in his services May you ° 


long continue to adorn the sta- 
tion which you now fill, and to 
be made the bappy instruments, 
under God, of training wpa suc- 
cession of taithful workmen for 
those extensive fields of spiritual 
labor which, we trust, are grows 
ing whiter and whiter unto the 
harvest. Reverend Professors, 
we bid you an affectionate fare- 
well. 

And now, what shall we say fo 
you, beloved brethren, whom we 
leave behind. —Our minds love 
to linger on the many peaceful 
and happy hours we have spent 
ee you within these sacred 

vills. In this “pavilion” of se- 
duridy while others have been 
stunned with “the contused 
noise” of the “battle of the war- 
rior,” and seen “garments rolled 
in biood,’”? we have heurd at a 
distance “the noise of the seas, 
the nuise of their waves, and the 
tumult of the people.”” Our em- 
ployment has been the delightful 
one of “inclining the ear unto 
wisdom, and applying the heart 
to understanding;”’ of “searching 
for the hid treasures” of that di- 
vine knowledge, into which “an- 
gels desire tolook.”” Surely we 
have reason to say, “Blessed be 
the Lord; for he hath shewed us 
his marveilous kindness in a 
Strong city.” We are ‘soon to 


leave you, perhaps ro more to 
see you on this side the grave. 
Wiil you suffer us to urge upon 
yOu, it is our last expression of 
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friendship, the .selemn_ duty. of 
consecrating ypurselves,, with 
your whole..soul, and strength 
and mind, to the service of the 
Redeemer. Alas:, we have to 
lament our own great deficiency 
in this respect. And, believe us, 
when you come totiead in our 
parting steps, no pang will be 
keener than the recollection of 
time. wasted by indolence, or 
profaned by a worldly spirit; no 
consolation will be sweeter than 
to look back upo: hours devoted 
to God. “Gird- up,” then, “the 
Joins of your minds.” Where 
we have loitered, do ye “so run 
that ye may obtain.”’? And hav- 
ing fought a good fight,” having 
“finished your course,” having 
“kept the faith,’ may you at last 
receive that “crown of righteous- 
ness which the Lord, the right- 
eous Judge, shall give——at that 
day—unto. ail.that love his ap- 
pearing.’ When you surround 
the social altar, where we have 
so often mingied our devotions 
withyours, may we have a re- 
membrance ip your prayers, that 
we also, whether cailed to labor 
in our own or ina foreign land, 
may “endure‘hardness as good 
soldiers of Jesus Christ,” and 
have at length the unspeakable 
felicity oi being admitted, with 
you, Into those mansions of rest, 
where there will be no more 
conflict. with sin, and. where 
those whe meet shall meet to 
part no mure jorever. Beloved 
, Brethren, we bid you an affec- 
tionate farewell. 

We bid you farewell, too, all 
vc friends of this. seminary, who 
have this, day encouraged and 
animated us by your presence. 
And will yeu join us in the last 
*pPortunity we have of publicly 


expressing our wishes for the 


prosperity of this establishment, 


by responding the petition of its 
venerable founders, when they 
consecrated it to God; —“devout- 
ly imploring the Father of lights 
richly to endue with wisdom 


from above ail bis servants the 


visitors and trustees of this sem- 
inary, and with spiritual under- 
standing the professors there- 
in; that, being tiuminated by the 
Holy Spirit, their doctrine may 
drop as the rain, and that their 
pupils may become trees of re- 
nown in the courts of our God, 
whereby he may be glorified.” 


ANECDOTE. 


Tue following statement, which 
is made on the authority of the 
person who is the subject of it, 
is thought to exhibit no uncom- 
mon case, and to give a fair re- 
presentation of the depraved 
heart of man. 

The person in question lived 
as a mere man of the world, 
careful ina good degree about 
any thing which would destroy 


his character among men; but, 


until about thirty-seven years of 
age, he appeared to be totally 
void of any religious principle, 
and .with respect to any thing 
iike religious practice he was 
but Jittke removed from a mere 
infidel. About eight years ago 
he became a hopeful subject of 
converting grace, and has ever 


since supported a fuir religious - 
character. After this change, ~ 


he ofien endeavored to recollect 
what he previously believed od 
the subject of religion; but could 
not recollect any thing which de- 
served the name of belief. He 
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had tried to be a Universalist;— 
he had tried to be a Deist;—he 
had tried to believe that there is 
no future state; that this world 
is man’s all; and that the sum of 
human happiness is to make the 
most of this world, without re- 
ference to a Supreme being or a 
future state. There was but one 
thing in which he couid recol- 
lect that he was uniform, and 
thatfwas, in hating the pecudar 
truths of the Gosfel. 


WHAT IS IDOLATRY? 
From Saurin’s Sermons, vol. i, p. 366, 


“To consider a creature as the 
cause of human felicity, is to pay 
him the homage of adoration, 
and to commit idolatry. The 
avaricious man is an idolater; 
the ambitious man is an idolater; 
the voluptuous man is an idola- 
ter: and to render to a creature 
the homage of fear is also idola- 
wy; for supreme iear is as much 
due to God alone as supreme 
liope. He, who fears war, and 
doth.not fear the God who senda 
war, is an idolater. He, who 
fears the plague, and doth not 
fear the God who sends the 
plague, is an idolater. 

It is idolatry, in public or in 
private adversities, to have re- 
course to second causes, to little 
subordinate deities, so as to neg- 
lect to appease the wrath of the 
Supreme God. To consult the 
Wise, to assemble a council, to 
man fleets, to raise armies, to 
build forts, to elevate ramparts, 
and not consider the succor of 
heaven, which alone is capable 
of giving success to all such 
means, is to be guilty of idola- 
try.” 


PART OF AN ORIGINAL LETTER 
FROM GOV. BELCHER TQ PREs- 
IDENT EDWARDS. 


Dear Mr. Edwards. 
Sir, 

“ALtuoucu I am oftey, 
obliged to begin my letters by 
way of apology for answering 
your good and very kind letters 
s0 unduly, and so much out of 
course, yet I have great depend- 
ence on your candor and good- 
ness, when I mention the date of 
your last favor of Nov. 14, 17450, 
which I received about’ three 
months after us date. 

I am sure I want no love, re- 
spect, or affection, for Mr, kd- 
wards, but, although this is a 
small government, yet the per- 
plexitics of it are not so, and 
those, with my private affairs, [ 
sometimes think too much en- 
gross me: Verbum sa@prenit sai 
est; and so 1 will go on. 

In answer to all you say, lam 
quite ashamed and trembie when 
] think what a mistaken opinion 
you have of me, who am soe 
worthless a worm. Yet I greatly 
thank you that it sets belore me 
this lesson, to prostrate mysel! 
at the footstool of sovereign 
grace, that I may be henored 
with being made though one of 
the least instruments in adyan- 
cing the kingdom of the blessed 
God, our Savior, in this. world. 

It I know my own heart | 
think Iam not ashamed of the 
cross of Christ: God grant Lmay 
never be a shame to in Lam. 
always Jonging to say, as Si. 
Peter to his Master, Lord Jesus, 
thou knowest ail things; thaw 
knowest that I love thee. . Amel 
and Amen. 

As cold waters are to a thirsty 
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soul, so do the intelligences you 
send me rejoice my heart, and 
refresh my.bowels; inasmuch as 
Christ Jesus seems to be casting 
4 compassionate eye upon the 
poor people in our western bor- 
ders, and is setting himself up a 
light to lighten the Gentiles, as 
wellas the glory of his people 
Israel. 

[ have an account from my 
friends in England, as also from 
Boston, of the generous disposi- 
tion of some of the royal family, 
as well as among other well-dis- 
posed Christians, to bring for- 
ward the civilizing and Chris- 
tianizing of our Indian neigh- 
bors in your parts, for which 
great praise and honor are dre 
to a gracious and merciful God. 

i hope the difference you men- 
tion between Col. W— and Mr, 
W— is made up; for how can it 
subsist between good Christians; 
or how dare they, as they ought, 
repeat our Lord’s most excellent 
prayer? And since I have got to 
Stockbridge, let me rejoice ex- 
ceedingly and congratulate you, 
that God has lifted up the light 
of his countenance upon you, In 
your comfortable settlement at 
that place; where, in the strength 
of Christ, may you go on con- 
quering and to conquer, and be 
the instrusnent, in the hand of 
the great Head of the Church, 
of pulling down the strong halds 
ol sin and Satan, and more espe- 
cially of taking off the scales 

from the eyes of the benighted 
Indians, who have been so long 
held in chains by the prince of 
darkness: and may you have 
many trophies from thei to add 
to your crown of joy, in the great 
day of the appearance of your 
Lord and Master: Amen. 
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I thank you, Sir, for the print- 
ed account you sent me of what 
passed in the council at North- 
ampton, on your affair. Had [ 
been one of the messengers, I 
must have been among the num- 
ber of protesteys. 

Alas, Sir, what a@ variety of 
scenes does God draw for the 
prospect of his dearest children 
in this world. The mysteries of 
his kingdom of providence and 
grace are what we cannot dive 
into: for his ways are unsearcha- 
ble, and past finding out. But 
our Savior said to his disciples, 
though you do not now know, 
you shall know hereafter. Who- 
ever may be so infinitely happy, 
as to become a subject In God’s 
kingdom of glory, will not see 
things as in a glass dark!y; but 
all will be plain as face to face. 
It is then certainly our duty to 
be always in a state of perfect 
submission and holy resignation. 
to Divine Providence; and, for 
my own part, I rest in faith, that 
in your removal to the place 
where you now are, God wiil 
best of all answer the ends of his 
own glory. 

Weare much obliged to vou 
for the kind concern you express 
towards the welfare of our infant 
College; and I am sorry to tell 
you, that Mr Pemberton’s de- 
signed veyage to Great-Britain 
is entirely laid aside, us his peo- 
ple make so great an opposition 
to his going. And this !s afrown 
of Providence upon our lite 
seminary; ‘but, more especially 
so since Mr, President Burr has 
lately received Jetters from Scot 
land, that gave a mest probable 
prospect of our obiaining a hand- 
some bounty from the Kirk of 
Scotland. were suitable 


some 
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the College. What may be the’ sed Jesus, and to deliver people 
next step on this unhappy occa- from the ignorance and follies so 
sion [ cannot say till our trustees blended with human nature,— 

, shall meet. As this is an affair ia : 
intended purely and simply to (Here the manusoript evds.} 


person there to solicit in favor of promote the religion of the bles- 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


: FIFTH ANNUAL MEETING OF THE AMERICAN BOARD OF COMMIS: 
SLONERS FOR FOREIGN MISSIONS. 


Tae Board met according to appointment, at the Philosophical 
Chamber ef Yale College, on Thursday, September ¥5, 1814, at 
10 o’clock, A. M. 

Present, 

The Hon Ettas Bovuprtnet, Esq. L. L 
Hon. Joun Treavwe t, Esq L. L. 
Rey. Josepn Lyman, D D 
Rev. Samuet Sprinc, D.D. 
Hon. Jon#n Hooxer, Esq. 

Rev. Jepip1an Morssz, D. D. 
Rev. Carvin Cnraptn, 

Rev. James RicuarRps, 

Rev, Samuezt Worcester, D. D. 
Rev Hewry Davis, D. D. and 
Jeremian Evarts, Esq.* 


D 
D. 


The Vice President opened the meeting with prayer. 
The following gentlemen were chosen officers for the yeai ensu- 
ing: viz. 
The Hon. Joun Treadwent, Esq. President. 
The Rev. Dr. Sprinc, Vice President. 
The Rev. Dr. Sprixc, 
The Rev. Dr. WoxcestTER, and Prudential ‘Committee. 
Mr. Evarts, 
2 The Rev. Dr Worcester, Corresponding Secretury. 
: The Rev. Mr Cnapin, Recording Secretary. 

Mr. Evarts, Treasurer; and 
Mr. Cuestik ADaAMs, Audztor.t$ ' < 


iL? Voted, That the thanks of this Board be presented to William 
Bartlet, Esq. for his services as a member of the Prudential Com- 


» 4 * The Rev. Dr. Dwight was prevented, by College business, from attending t.! 
nes near the close of the meeting. 
ae Wiliam Bartiet, Esq. declined a re-election. : 

a Charles Walley, Esq. who was chosen Auditor last year, declined accepting the 
omce. 
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mittee, andfor the generous entertainment which, on several Occa- 
sions, he has afforded: thie, Prudential Committee. 

The Hon. Elias Boudinot communicated an extract from a Tetter, 
stating an-earnest request from the Delaware Indians, that mission- 
aries be sent among them; which extract was referred to the Pru- 
dential Committee: 

Voted, That it is the epinion of this Board, that the independent 
and unevangelized tribes of Indians, occupying their own lands, 
whether without or within the limits stated in the treaty of peace: 
betweentthe United State sand Great Britain, are, with other objects, 
embraced by the Act of their Incorporation. 

The Prudential Committee exhibited their Report, which was 
accepted, 

At 3 o’clock P. M. public divine service was attended, in the 
Church of the United Society, and a sermon was delivered. by the 
Rev.iMr: Richards, from Eph. iii, 8: Unto me, who am less than the 
least of all saints, is this grace given, that I should preach among the 
Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ. 

Vored, 'ivat the thanks of this Board be presented to the Rev, 
Mr. Richards for his sermon delivered this day; and that a copy 
thereef be requested for publication. 

The Hon. Mr. Boudinet and the Rey. Dr. Davis were appointed 
a Committee to carry the foregoing vote into effect. ‘Fhe printing 
of the sermon was referred to the Prudential Committee. 

Voted, To request De Lauzun Deforest, Esq. to audit the Treas- 
urer’s accounts for the year now ciosed. 

Friday, Sept. 16, The Rev. Dr. Davis opened the mostng wit 
prayer, , 

Tie Treasurer’s accounts were exhibited, as examined and cer- 
tified by the Auditor, and accepted. | 

Voted, That the next annual meeting be holden at reat Mass, 
on the third Wednesday of Scpt. 1815, at 10 o’clock, A. M. 

The Rev. Mr. Chapin was chosen preacher for that mecung, and 
the Rev. Dr. Davis second preacher. 

Voted, That the Recording Secretary transmit to every member 
of the Board information of the ume and piace of the next anuual 
meeting. 

The following bye-law was adopted, in addition to chapter 2nd, 
section .ist, of the Bye-laws: 

If, in the upinion of the Prudential Committee, it shall i. any | 
time be dangerous to the health of the members of the Board, or 
on any other account highly incxpedient, to meet at the place ap- 
pointed for any annual meeting, the Prudemial Committee are au- 
thorized to appoint some other place for such meeting, by giving i 
notice of such place to the Recoiding Secretary, in season for him he 
to give notice to each member of the Board. am 

Voted, That the thanks ot this Board be presented to the Presi- 
dent and Fellows of Yale College, forthe convenient accommoda- 
tlon afforded them, during their present session, in the Philosopi- 


Vou. X. ' 5S 
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Chamber appertaining to said College; and that the Recording 
Secretary transmita copy of this vote to the President. 

Voted, That the Prudential Committee be directed to prepare 
and publish the annual report of the Board, including such parts of 
the Report of the Prudential Committee as they shall judge most 
useful, an abstract of the Treasurer’s accounts, a statement of do- 
nations, and such other information as they shall deem proper and 
expedient. 

The Rev. Dr. Lyman closed the session with prayer. 

The preceding account is compiled from the original minutes of 

the Recording Secretary, with the omission of such particulars as 
tight be uninteresting to readers generally. 


REPORT OF THE PRUDENTIAL COMMITTEE. 


BRETHREN, 

Tue last annual Report of your Committee left our missionaries 
in the East, on the mighty waters, uncertain where they should 
land, and still more doubtful where they should abide. During the 
vear great solicitude has been felt for them; but at length that so- 
licitude is considerably refieved. For a long season they were held 
in anxious suspense, painfully fluctuating between fear and hope; 
but at length that suspense appears to have come nearly to an end. 
Our last Ietters from them were received by the-~way of England 
about ten days ago; the latest date from Mr. Newell being the 20th 
of last December, at Cofumboy in the Island of Ceylon; and from 
Messrs. Hall and Nott, the 23d of the same month, at Bombay. 
Yhe principal facts and circumstances, related in their several 
communications, your Committce will report in order. 

Messrs. Hall and Nott, as reported at our last anniversary, left 
Calcutta on the 20th of November, 1812, under circumstances not 
very pleasant, and embarked for Bombay, expecting to touch at 
Ceylon, and doubtful whether they should proceed uny further. It 
appears, however, that they touched not at Ceylon, but at Pondi- 
cherry, where they staid about five weeks. The reason of this 
they probably assigned in a letter written at Pondicherry, to which 
in a subsequent letter they refer, but which has not been received. 
They arrived at Bombay on the lith of February, i813, about 
elevin weeks after leaving Calcutta. On their arrival, they im- 
mediately found that intelligence concerning them, forwarded from 
Calcutta, had reached Bombay; inteiligence, disadvantageous to 
them, and accompanied with an expression of the will of the su- 
preme¢ oda peat that they shouid be sent to England. They 
were permitted to submit to Sir Evan Nepean. governor of Bom- 
bay, a very rcspecitul and judicions memorial; which, together 
with accompanying documents, declared the views with which 
they came to India*— made known the patronage and instructions 


* See Appendix A, 
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under which they had been sent forth—gave a narrative of their 
proceedings at Calcutta—explained the misunderstanding which 
had arisen between them and the supreme government there, and 
the reasons of their departing thence for Bombay, under circum- 
stances so liable to misconstructioun—referred, their case to the 
well known clemency and candor of the Governor, and implored 
his favor and protection. ‘Their memorial was very kindly receiv- 
ed and considered; and every thing relating to their obj. ct and 
their proceedings appeared to the Gevernor in so satisfactory a 
light, that he not only allowed them to remain for the present at 
Bombay, but assured them of his disposition to render them every 
favor in his power; and even took upon bimself the trouble to 
write a private letter in their hehalf to Lord Minto, the governor 
general at Calcutta, with a view to remove the unfavorable im- 
pressions respecting them, which had been made on his Lord- 
ship’s mind, either by misrepresentations or unexplained circum- 
stances, and to obtain permission for them to reside at Bombay, or 
io go, unmolested, in pursuit of their object elsewhere. ‘Thus en- 
couraged, the two brethren sat down to the study of the Mahratta 
language, under the tuition of a Brahmin; in the hope of having 
the satisfaction, in due time, ot preaching i in that language to the 
natives at Bombay, and in the extensive and populous regions, ip 
which the language is vernacular. 

Sir Evan Nepean’ s letter appears te have been successful in sat- 
isfying the governor general’s mind in regard to the character and 
proceedings of the two missionaries. Whe war, however, between 
the United States and Great Britain, intelligence of which had 
been received in India, gave rise to new difficulues. On the 25th 
of June the brethren were informed, by Dr. Taylor, a gentleman 
from whom they received many friendly offices, that the Governor, 
sir Evan Nepean, had expressed his fears that, on account of the 
war, he should be under the necessity of sending them to England; 
thougly as they state in their journal, ‘ihe Govcrnor expressed to 
Dr. Vaylor his firm confidence in thejr integrity, and the excel- 
lency of the character of those gentlemen by whom they were 
patronized.” 

On the 18th of August, by the advice of a Mr. Money, another 
gentleman toa whom they were indebted for many offices of kind- 
ness, they drew up another memorial tu the Governor, which was 
to be presented along with certain documents of a purport to slicw 
decisiveiy, that their mission had no connexion with the war. Mir. 
Money, they say, “urged us to do this immediately, as he had ob- 
served our lames down at the marine office as passengers to Eng- 
Jand on the Caarmarthen, which was to have saiied ubvut this umc, 
Lut having sprung a leak will be detained a month or two.” rom 
this memorial, that something of the spirit and feelings oi the 
brethven may be perceived and felt, the tollowing passages are cx 
tracted:— 

“Right Honorable Sir, 

“When we consider that both English and American ChrisGaus 

are interested in our success—that already much time and micnes 
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have becn expended in our enterprise, -and that much more must 
be expended if we are sent from this place;—that we must thembe 
in perfegt uncertainty, whether we shall ever be allowed to preach 
to the destitute the unsearchable riches of Christ;—and especially 
when we consider the command of that ascending Lord, in whom 
we all hope, and whom we would obey;—we feel justified, we fee} 
compelled, by motives which we dare not resist, to intreat your 
Excellency’s favor. To ourselves it cannot but be supposed, that 
to fail in our object must be in the highest degree trying. Our 
feelings are deeply interested, it may well be supposed, in our ob- 
ject, to which we have been looking for so many years—for which 
we have left our country, our prospects, and our dearest friends— 
to which we are conscientiously, and, by the help of God, unalteras 
bly devoted—in which the hearts of Christians are universally en- 
gaged, without distinction of country, and which, we cannot doubt, 
is under the favorable eye of our Lord and Master.” 

“Your Excellency’s well known desire for promoting Christian 
knowledge, and the certainty that we should be in future.as really 
under the direction and at the disposal of your Excellency, as at 
the present moment, encourage us In requesting that we may be 
allowed to remai'., at least till it may be learned whether there will 
be a speedy termination of the unhappy war.’ 

On the next day they write, “Having prepared the preceding 
memorial, we went with ic to Mr. Money, being desirous to for- 
ward it as soon as possible, on account of a report which we last 
evening heard, that we were to go to England on the Sir Godfrey 
Webster, to sail on Sabbath next. At breakfast with Mr. Money, 
we saw the superintendant of embarkation, who told us, that he 
had, by order of the Governor, yesterday settled every arrange- 
ment for our going in the Sir Godlrey Webster, and that every 
pains had been taken to make us comfortable, and that we had 
been provided for suitably to our ministerial character. 'We were 
much distressed by this intelligence, and especially as we were 
entirely unprepared for such a voyage. Mr. Money immediately 
waited on the Governor, to te!] him our unprepared state, and to 
hand him the above petition. On his return he informed ws, that 
the Governor’s ordcrs from Bengal were such, that he would be 
unable to allow us to remain; but, as he was unwilling to put us to 


any snconvenience, he would allow us to staw ~until the sailing of 


the Caarmarthen, which is to be in about six weeks. We then 
waited on the Gavernor ourselves, and expressed our thanks for 
his kindness now, and on former occasions. He told us. that he 
had supposed us prepared on the ground of what he had told Dr. 
Taylor; and endeavored to justify the Supreme Government in 
sending us away on account of the war. He declared his perfect 
confidence that we were innocent and harmless men, whose weap- 
ons of warfare were not carnal but spiritual. He likewise told us 
that he had succeeded in removing the unfavorable impressions 
wiich had been made on the mind of the Governor General, to 
efiect which he had written to Lord Minto a private Ictter, Thus 














1814, Report of the Prudertial Committee. 46} 


it pleases the Lord to deal with us. We have never been covered 
with so thick a cloud ” 

Things remained in this posture until about the middle of Sep- 
tember. At that time the brethren received from Calcutta the let- 
ters which about ten months before had been sent out for them 
from this country by the Alligator; and which, say they, “afforded 
us a pleasure which we cannot describe.” With the advice of 
particular friends, they submitted to the Governor’s inspection the 
official letter to them from the Corresponding Secretary, accompa- 
nied with a note in which they say; “We extremely regret that the 
accompanying Jetter did not come to hand at an earlier period.— 
Though: received at so Jate an hour, we should not feel that we 
were faithful to our Patrons,. to a numerous body of Christian 
friends, and to the Savior’s cause, were we not to beg the liberty 
of presenting it to your Excellency for perusal. Its general tenor, 
and particularly the information which it gives of the appointment 
of a Committee at Calcutta to co-operate in our mission, seems to 
us fully to declare, that our Society is simply engaged in the great 
work, dear to English and American Christians, of spreading 
Christian knowledge and Chrisuan hopes. The gentlemen, whom 
we now understand to constitute the Committee, are the Rev. Dr. 
Carey, the Rev. Mr. Thomason, Chaplain, and George Udny, Esq, 
the latter two Inthe piace of Dr. Brown, and J. H. Harrington, 
Esq. To this Committee we yesterday made known our unhappy 
situation; and we beg. leave- to express our desire to your Exccl- 
leney, that our departure trom this Presidency may be so long de- 
Jayed, aS to give them an opportunity of acquainting the Governor 
General with their relation to us, and of removing, if possible, the 
objections to our stay arising from the unhappy war.” 

The next day after this note was delivered, they write in their 
journal, “Mr. Nott waited on the Governor this morning at his 
request. . He mentioned, that he felt greatly embarrassed on 
account of yesterday’s letter to him;—that he wished to do all in 
his power for us; that he would think on the subject, and give an 
answer in two or three days. He did not hesitate in saying, that 
were he Jeft to himself, he could not send us away.” 

The Committee of Agency for our affairs in India, appointed 
by the Prudential Committee, as this Board will recollect, were 
the Hon. John H. Harington, Esq. and Drs. Carey and Brown. 
But when our communications arrived at Calcutta, Dr. Brown was 
dead, and Judge Harington was absent. Under these circumstan- 
ces, Dr. Carey thought fit to appoint the Rev. Thomas ‘Thomason* 
in the place of Dr. Brown, and they unitedly requested George 
Udny, Esq.t to act in the place of Mr. Harington. Intelligence 


*The Prudential Committee, before receiving this communication, had appointed 
the Rey. Mr. Thomason to, supply the vacancy occasioned by the death ot the Rev. 
Dr. Brown. 

_T George Udny, Esq. has been for many years a member of the Supreme Coun- 
clin the Bengal Government, and has been uniformly favorable to the diffusion of 

iistianity in India. ‘ihe Supreme Council consists of four members with the Goy-' 
Srnor General at their head. 
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of this arrangement was duly communicated to the two brethren a 
Bombay; and they, perceiving the advantage which it offered them, 
immediately addressed the letter, referred to in the above cited note 
to Governor Nepean, to the Committee at Calcutta, for the purpose 
of engaging their good offices with the Governor-General in their 
behalf. = | 

Abgut five days after this, the two brethren received letters from 
Mr. Newell at Columbo, and from the Rev. Mr. Thomson, Chaplain 
at Madras, from which the following extracts are given. Mr, 
Newell, under date of Aug. 18th, 1813, writes, “I have had repeated 
assurances from the Hon. and Rev. Mr. Twistleton, senior Chap. 
lain, and Mr, Brisset the other Chaplain, the Governor’s brother. 
in-law, that as many of my friends as chouse to come here shall be 
safe, and have liberty to go to any part of the Island.” Mr. Thom. 
son, under date of Sept. 7th, writes, “You have, I believe, received 
notice from Mr. Newell, that you will be welcomed at Ceylon. | 
am warranted by letters from the Hon. and Rev. Mr. Twistleton, ta 
confirm it. I think you should lose no time in submitting this to 
the Governor, Sir Evan Nepean, and requesting leave to retire 
thither, instead of being sent to England.” 

Accordingly, after prayerful consideration, Messrs. Hall and 
Nott, on the 22d Sept. submitted the communications from Messrs. 
Thomson and Newell to the Governor, accompanied with a memo- 
rial, in which they say, “Alter having read them, we beg your Ex- 
cellency to regard with a favorable eye the pure, peaceful, inoffen- 
sive, Christian character of our mission, proved incontegtably by our 
instructions, by our letters, and by the appointment of a Committee 
of British gentlemen of the clergy and laity to co-operate in the 
mission, which we have had the happiness of making known Ww 
your Excellency; and to Lestow an indulgent consideration on our 
present distressing situation, which must be aggravated in a severe 
degree, if we are sent acruss the seas to a foreign land, divided 
from our own by an unhappy war, the commencement of which we 
have sincerely deprecated, and for the conclusion of which we 
earnestly pray.”—*It is stili our highest wish to remain here, anc 
render ourselves useful as instructors of youth and preachers 6! 
the Gospel, under the protection of your Excellency’s governmei, 
where the spiritual miseries of thousands call so loudly for the 
blessings of Christianity, where there are so many facilities for dil- 
fusing those blessings, and from which we cannot be sent withou! 
so much grief to numerous Christians, and so much discourage- 
ment to others, who are desiring to leave their own country, and ¢¢, 
to preach Christ in Pagan lands. It is only therefore in the las. 
resort, and with the hope of preventing the entire defeat of ou 
pious attempt, that we implore your Excellency’s sanction to 


Femove ourselves from this place to Ceylon, where we have such 


assurances of a favorable reception, where we cannot but be unde: 
the superintending eye of a British government, and where, we 
trust, our conduct will be unobjectionable to his Excellency Gor- 
ernor Brownrigg.” 
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In their journal; Oct. 2, the brethren write, “Mr. Money having, 
at our request, conferred with the Governor concerning our peu- 
sion, received this day from his Excellency a note nearly as follows: 
‘J find myself awkwardly situated relative to the two Missionaries 
whom I wish to serve. On the 20th of August I wrote to Lord 
Minto, and I ought to have received his Lordsbip’s answer some 
days since, and am now in daily expectation of it. I told his Lord- 
ship, that I understood he had changed his plan concerning mis- 
sionaries, and allowed one in similar circumstances to remain in 
Bengal; and that now there was time for him to shew the same 
favor to Messrs. Hall and Nott; but that if I should receive no new 
commands from his Lordship, I should send them to England by 
the next ships. I had thought of another plan for them, which was, 
that in case Captain Digby should arrive in season, J should request 
him to give them a passage in the Cornwallis, which, as that ship 
will stop at Ceylon, wouid give Governor Brownrigg an opportu- 
nity to take such measures relative to them as he might judge 
proper.” Nine days atterwards they write, “This day dined with 
the Gevernor, He added nothing to what he had said in Mr, Mo- 
ney’s note’ He repeated that he must s+ nd us in one of these 
ships, Unless something new should take place,” And five days 
after this, that is, on the 16th of October, they say, “This afternoon 
we received a note from our friend W. T. Money, Esq. informing 
us, that the Gevernor bad failed in his application to Captain Digby. 
He says, ‘Sir Evan sincerely regrets his tli success. I am sure he 
felt, and does now feel, much interest for you—Under these 
inauspicious circumstances, nothing uow remains, but to prepare 
jor your departure in the Caarmarthen.’ ” 

The Caarmarthen was, at thts time, on the eve of sailing, and 
there remained to Messrs. Hall and Nott scarcely a gleam of hope 
that they should avoid being sent to England. Onthe 18th of Octo- 
ber, however, they had information of a vessel going to Cochin; 
Jearned that she would give them a passage, if they could be ready 
to go on board in about four or five hours; and understood, that 
from Cochin she would shortly convey them to Columbo in Ceyjon. 
The time for deliberation was short. They concluded to go; and 
accordingly, taking some of their most necessary things, they em- 
barked; leaving Mrs. Nott with her child, and some notes hastily 
written to acquaint their friends at Bombay with the fact and the 
reasons of their departure. On the 50th of the same month they 
arrived at Cochin, where they were very kindly received, and dur- 
ing their stay very generously entertained, by Mr. Pearson, magis- 
trate of the place. 

On the $th of November they write in their journal. “For five 
d'ys we have been laboriously empleved in travelling among, and 
Inquiring about, the Jews and Christians. We have visited the Coi- 
lexe at Valipoii. and several Catholic churches; Candenade, the 
sce of the jace Syrian Bishop, and the synagogues of the Jews at 
Cochin. We have carefully committed to paper what informauion 
Ws couid obtein. having been aAimdiy furnished with such facilities 
a8 the place atiuids.”’ 
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The vessel, whith ‘had conveyed them to Cochin; could not, 
as they had expected, convey them thence to Columbo. While 
waiting and seeking for a passage, and just as ore seemed ‘to’ be 
presenting itself, an “order arrived from Bombay, tequiring them to 
be sent back to that place. They accordingly returned; after an 
absence of almost a month. With their private departure from 
Bombay Sir Evan Nepean was not well pleased; as it might, from 
the favor which he had shewn them, subject him to censure from 
the General Government, for imputed connivance or delinquency, 
In a respectfel aud able memorial to him, however, after their re. 
turn, they justified the procedure on the broad principle, that the 
authority ot the Lord Jesus, under which they had been sent forth 
to preach the Gospel to the heathen, was paramount toany Civil 
authority, which would frustrate, or counteract their mission;* and 
the Governor at length was so tar satisfied, as to’ allow them to 
feave the ship in which they had been brought back to Bombay, 
and which for several days alter their arrival they were not-allowed 
to leave, and. free from all duress, to occupy a house provided for 
their accommodation in the city. Still he considered himself as 
required by the Supreine Government to send them to’ England; 
aud as under particular obiigations, from assurances which he had 
given the Governor General, to send them by the earliest regular 
conveyance. 

On their returf into the city, the two brethren were received by 
their worthy friends there with great joy, and with expressions and 
tokens of undiminished affection, confidence, and respeet. Very 
soon afterwards, on the !0ih ot Dec. they received; from the Rev. 
Mr. Thomason of Calcutta, the last of three letters:¢ -bearing date 
Oct. sth, and 13th, and Nov. 19th, 1813, in answer to theirs of 
Sept. #5th, addressed to our agents at Calcutta. In these letters, 
Mr. Thomason, with strong expressions of ‘Christian affection, and 


‘ of desire to promote the great object of their mission, related to 


them the measures which he and his colleagues in the agency had 
taken in their behalf with the Government, and the success with 
which those measures had been attended. “The last letter, in par- 
ticular,” say the brethren, “filled us with joy and thanksgiving to 
God. We immediately sent a copy of it to brother Neweil, and to 


Mr. Money on the Gauts. Our friends advise to wait a day or two 


in- hopes of something more full from Calcutta; and if ‘nothing 
should come, to lay them before the Governor.” « Accordingly, on 
the 13ti of December, they sent to the Governor the following 
note, enclosing the two last letters from Mr. ‘Thomason. 


~ Right Honorable Sir, 
“Having aiways been convinced that the resolution to send us from 
this couatry emanated solely trom the orders of the Supreme Gov- 
ernment, aad not from the disposition of your ExceHency, which 
we know to be friendly to the evangetical object ofour ‘mission; 


*See Appendix B. + Sec Append x C. 
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and haying: received. letters, from, Calcutta, evincing a change of sen- 
timents./in, the; late Governor, General, and, the conviction gf Lord 
Moira..the present Governor General,.‘that our intentions are to 
do, good, and that no. conceivable. public, injury can, arise from our 
staying,” and,that bis Lordship. “spoke, very decidedly about our be- 


ing allowed to. stay;”? We beg to, submit to, the perusal of your, Ex- 


celicucy.two. letters, dated. 13th Oct. and 49th ult.addressed to us 
by the Rev. Thomas Thomason,.a most,respectable minister of the 
Church of England, resident at Calcutta, We.trust that your Ex- 
cellency, will consider these letters as containing decisive evidence 
ofthe favorable inclinations of Lords Minto and Moira in regard 
io our present Circumstances, and future views: and that with, this 
proof of the light.in which our mission is now regarded by the su- 
preme, British authority in India, your Excellency, will have no dif- 
ficulty in, permitting us to remain in this place. ' 

“Iteis with inexpressible satisfaction that.we are enabled, by a 
kind and overruling Providence, to present these communications 


4a your Excellency, at this very interesting moment. 


- We have the honor to be, &c. &e. 
‘‘Bombay, Dec. 13, 1813,” 


On the J6tb Dec, their fricnd Mr. Money informed the two breth- 
ren, “that he had just been with the Governor, who mentioned, that 
no.orders having been received trom Calcutta concerning their stay, 
and he being-still under the positive orders of the supreme Govern- 
ment ,tosenpd them away, he must now send them.’’, And on the 
20ih,:R,,.T. Goodwin, Esq. the senior magistrate of police, officially 
notified them, that a passage was to be provided for themto Eng- 
land. on Boardabe. Charles Mills.” 

 The,Charles Mills. was then under. orders to sail on the 22d of 


‘the same;month, only two days atier this note was. given. At vhis crit- 
- ical moment they drew up a memorial to the Governor, as their last 


@ppeuls* amemorial, which they considered asa private communica- 
uon, addressed to his Excellency, not as a Governor only, vutas a 


man, and a Christan; which was written with the feelings aud the 


solemnity, of the occasion; and which, as they are careful to hote, 
they yaewed as of a, confidential uature, but that the worthy Gover- 
norwas pleased. himseilto give it pubiicity. It appears 10 have 
been generously received by the Goveraor, according to. his accus- 
tomed goodness; and to have.had its desired effects 

On the next day after sending this jeter; the brethren write: in 
theiy journal, *We continued our preparatious.—By, two o’ciock, 
(same day) our things were packed and jabelied; by three the 
Coolies (porters) were all here; the things were ail carried below; 
the bouis were cogaged to curry them ou board ship, and the car- 
pentes to, geo and fusicn them. The friend, whe had charge of the 
LUD ED, then went.o tre Captala for orders to have them. received 
oh beard, Phe Captain went to the pay office for tie money for our 
Passage; the money was refused, and it was reported, ial we were 


: , *See Appendix D 
Vor. X. 59 
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notto go. The friend returned with this information, and the things 
were all put intoa room below, and the coolies dismissed... About 
ive,Me. Goodwin, the senior magistrate of pelice, called upon. us to 
say, that our letter had been communicated to the Council; and that 
upon examination, jt had been found, that no orders of any kind had 
been received from Bengal, ofa later date than the 19th of No- 
vember, and that the government would allow us tu remain, until 
they should receive further orders from Bengal concerning. us, 
This intelligence at this decisive moment has filled us with great 
joy; and given us great hopes, that we shall yet be allowed to. re- 
min at Bombay. How wondertul and how merciful are God’s 
dealings with us!” 

The next morning, 22d Dec. they received the following official 
note. 


“To the Rev. Gordon Hall, and the Rev. Samuel Nott, Ametionn 
Missionaries. 
“Gentlemen, 
“[ am directed by the Right Honorable, the Governor in Council, 
to acquaint you, that under the expectation of receiving some fur- 
ther instructions from the Supreme Government respecung-you, 
he has determined to defer the carrying the directions he. has re- 
ceived into execution, until such instructions shall arrive. 
‘IT am, genticmen, your obedient servant, 
W. Ne wuuaM, Sec. to Government.” 
“ Bombay Castle, Dec. 21, 1813. 


Our last letters from these brethren appear to have been forwards 
ed to England, by the same ship, in which they themselves expected 
to have been conveyed thither, and waich sailed from Bombay on 
the 23d of December. Later than this date we have no intelligence 
from them. From the facts and circumstances now ¢ommunicated, 
iowever, your Committee derive a pleasing confidence, that our 
mission may obtain an establishment at Bombay: and they are per- 
suaded that this whole Board, and the Christian public extensively, 
will unite with them in adoring the goodness of the Lord, so re- 
markably displayed in the signai interpositions of his providence ip 
behalf of our missionaries. Under Providence, grateful acknowl- 
edgments are due to the Right Honorable Sir Evan Nepean for the 

candor, magnanimity, and kindness, exhibited im his treatment of 
the missionaries, so creditable to his character, asa magistrate, and 
« Christian. Nor can the Committee forbear to express their high 
sense of the admirable spirit and conduct, shewn by the missiova? 
ries themselves, in the circumstances of severe trial in which wey 
have been called toact. The evidence here exhib.ted of their firm- 
ness, their perseverance, their wisdom, and their devotedness tv 
the great object of their mission, cannot fail to :aise them. in the 
estiuadon apd affection of this Board, and to secure te them 4e 
confidence and fayor of the Ciristian public. 

Oa the 24th of Feb. 1813, Mr. Newesi erabarked at the Mauri- 
tius oa hoard a Portuguese brig, bound to Bombay, but destined te 








1314, Report of the Prudential Commitice. 467 


touch at Point de’ Galle in the Island of Ceylon. At the latter 
place he expected to meet one or both of the other brethren; but 
on his arrival he learned that they were both gone to Bombay. Sup- 
posing, however, that they would not be allowed to remain there, 
he thought it best for him to stay in Ceylon, where he was assured 
of the protection and favor of Governor Browarigg, and other prin- 
cipal officers of the government. He immediately despatched a 
letter to the brethren at Bombay; and by the return of the mail he 
received an answer from them, from which he learned, that, though 
‘their situation at Bombay was quite precarious, yet they had 
considerable hope that they should be allowed to establish them- 
selves there, and thought it advisable for him to direct his studies 
with a view tothat place. Accordingly, as soon as he could make 
arrangements for the purpose, he commenced the study of the 
Sangskrit, Hindoostanee, and Persian languages; and quietly pur- 
sued this study until some time in November, when, from infor- 
mation received from the brethren at Bombay, he felt himself com- 
pelled to give up all hope of the establishment of the mission al 
that places From the time of bis arrival in Ceylon, however, tiil 
the date of his last letter, he preached in English constantly once, 
twice, or three times a week, to English and half-cast people; of 
whom, he says, “there are thousands in and about Columbo. who 
stand in need of instruction, as much as the heathen,” and among 
whom he hoped his labors would net be in vain. At the date of his 
last letter, Mr. Newell supposed that his brethren were actually on 


their passage to England, and that he was left alone. “Stript,”’ 


says he, “of all my domestic enjoyments, by the death of my wile 
and child, and separated from ai! my dear missionary associates, | 
find myself a solitary pilgrim in the midst of a heathen land. iy 
heart is sometimes quite overwhelmed with grief. But my _ pre- 
vailing desire is, and my determination, to try to do something for 
the wretched heathen around me. My conviction of the duty and 
practicability of evangelizing the heathen has not been diminished, 
but greatly increased, by all that ] have witnessed’in tnis part of the 
world.” [hus circumstanced, he was undetermined in regard to 
the field in which to fix his mission; whether to remain in Ceylon, 
or allempt an establishment at Bussora at the head of the Persian. 
Gulf. The reasons which weighed in his mind for the one and for 
the other, he states at large, and ina manner which indicates much 
attention and reflection.* His trials, though different from those 
oi his brethren, have been not less painful; and appear to have been 
Sustained in a manner not less creditabie to the character of a 
Ciristian missionary. He must have been greatly rejoiced to learn, 
as he doubuess did in a short time, that his breturen had not beca 
scntto England, us he supposed; and if they have beea permitted 
to remainut Bombay, he has probably joined them there, to ihe 
reat joy of them all. : 
Messrs. Richards and Warren, who, at the time of our last an- 
nual meecung, were, as then reported, in very eligibic situations x 


* See Appendix E. 
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Philadelphia, have jnst completed their’ réspective periods of en- 
gagement there; and, so far as appears, very much to their own sat- 
isfactign, and to the satisfaction of those with whose patronage and 
friendly offices they have been favored. — ¥ | 

Soon after our last annual meeting, Messrs. Benjamin 'C. Meigs, 
Curr Baldwin, Horatio Bardwell, and Daniel Poor, were admitted 
by the Prudential Committee, as Candidates for our missionary ser- 
vice; and since, after such a period and measure of trial asthe 
Committee judged suitable, they have all, excepting MrsBaldwin, 
been formally received as Missionaries, to be under the patronage 
and direction of this Board. Mr. Baldwin has been prevented from 
being thus received, by feeble health, which the Committee’ great: 
Jy lament, and from which they devoutly hope he will ere long be 
recovered, | . | DISEAM ay re' 

Messrs. Richards. Warren, Meigs, Bardwell, and Poor, will hold 
themselves in readiness to go forth to the heathen with the glad 
tidings of salvation, as soon as Providence shall open the ‘door for 
their being sent. At present the door at every point seems to be 
closed by the war; but this Board and the friends of Christian mis- 
sions will not cease to pray, that the war may’ soon be terminated; 
nor are the Committee without hope, that, should it continue; some 
way will nevertheless be found out for the conveyance of the wait- 
ing missionaries to their destined fields of labor. | ¢ 


From three other young gentlemen, one now a practising physi-~ 


cian of distinguished promise, anothera student at the Theological 
Seminary at Princeton, and the other a student at the Theologicat 


Seminary at Andover, the Committee have received very pleasing 


communications, expressing their desire to be engaged in the’ mis 
sionary service, under the direction of this Board. ‘But upon these 
applications, as they are yet quite recent, no decisive’ act: ‘has 
been passed. | 

It will appear, by the statements which the Treasurer’ will fur: 
nish, thatthe liberality of the Christian public toward this Buard is 
continued and extended. New associations are formed for the 
purpose of contributing their aid. The number of pious persons; 
who are becoming acquainted with the wants and the miséries ot 
the heathen world, and who are desirous of uniting their’ efforts (to 
remove these wants and alleviate these miseries, is evidently ov. 
the increase Your Committee have reason to believe, that should 
Providence soon prepare the way for the establishment of mission- 
ary stations in different pagan countries, ay adequate number of 
pious, abic, devoted servants of Christ would offer themselves as. 
heralds of the Guspel to the heathen, and the means would not be 
withheld of supporting them in their most laborious, as well ‘as 
most bencvolent, undertaking. It isa pleasing thought, ‘and’ one 
which may be indulged without presumption, that the “Redéemer 
will graciously bestow upon Christians in America the honor of 
becoming joytul instruments in promoting his cause, and advancing 
the progress of the millennium, not only within our own borders, 
but extcasively also in foreign lands, How noble will be the dis 
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\inetion, should .we be known as.a people, to. the inhabitants of dis- 


tant continents and islands, not as covetotis of territor Y:—not; as. ‘am- 
bitious of political dominion,—not as engrossed by commerce ‘and. 


swallowed up vy the cupidity of avarice;—but as the liberal dis- 


pensers of unsearchable riches, as cheerfully and zealously. Ampart- 
ing to others. God’s unmerited bounty to ourselves, 
While regarding the subject in this point of light, your Commir- 


+ 


ot 


tee. cannot. .refrain. froma expressing their joy, that this glotions — : 


work. has beem begun;—that it has been formally and systematically 


entered upon. by Christians in this country;—that missionaries, in_ 


the employment ofthis Board, have been engaged on the shores of 

Asia, in preparing to preach to the people in their own languages;— 
that the Scriptures, in the common tongues of the countries, have 
been purchased and distributed, as a free-will offering to God, from 
our honorable women, our young men and maidens, Our old men and 
chiidren. : 

It ought to be thankfully noticed, that many enlightened persons 
in India;—men of enlarged. views and great acquaintance with the 
world;—dignified, magistrates and persons of professional emi- 
nence;——have most unequivocally and earnestiy expressed their 
conviction of the necessity of missionaries, and thei: sense of the 
deplorable condition of the people i in a moral point of view. Pér- 
sons of this description have joyfully hailed the co-operation of 
America, in.the great work of evangelizing mankind, as a most de- 
sirable event. They have expressed an anxious wish, that our ef- 
forts may be greatly and indefinitely increased. The limits of this 
Report, already too long perhaps, will not allow your Committee to 
specify.all the facts qn the authority of which these assertions are 
made. Many such facts have appeared, in the course of the pre- 
ceding narration, and the accompanying documents. 

It is evident also from every page of the correspondence of the 
missionaries, that notwithstanding al] their discouragements and 
perplexities, they have been mere and more convinced, by all that 
they have seen and heard, not only of the practicabifity and duty of 
supporting missions, but of its being their particular duty, as it is 


evidently their highest pleasure, to consider themselves as unalters 


ably devoted tu.this work. ‘They are also convinced, as their re- 


peated discussions of this topic abundantly prove, that whatever — 


may be.the Mesign of Providence in regard to themselves or their 
mission, itis.the duty of Christians to take it for granted, that the 


cause of missions will prevail, and to resolve, that by the help of 


God, and with all reyerential submission to his holy dispehdations; 
it shall prevall. 

The agents of this Board in London have remitted to Caicutta, 
by the, earliest opportunities, the avails of our several remittanees 
to them, We had calculated, that our missionaries would have re- 
ceived our first remittance at an earlier date than that of their last 
letter,.as, this remittance was sent from London by the earliest 
spring ships of 1613. It could net, we think, be much longer de- 
layed. - But, through the kindness of friends whom Providence had 
raised up for them in every place they had visited, there was iittle 
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os 


danger that our brethren would be put to serious inconvenience: by 
any accidental delay of remittances. 


At the conclusion of their Report, the Committee would direct 


their respectful attention tu the Christian public. They need not 


solicit, what will be granted of course and without solicitation, a 
candid perusal of this their annual communication, and of the pa- 
pers which will followit. All who have contributed to send the 
blessings of the Gospel to the heathen;—all who love the prosperi. 
ty of Zion, will feel a deep interest in the history of our infant mis- 
sion, aad, we doubt not, will perceive the necessity of continued and 
persevering exertions. The object in view is so transcendantly 
important, as not to admit of any halting or hesitation in the pursuit, 
while any prospect of success remains. Such a prospect. will re- 
main, we are persuaded, without suffering even a temporary eclipse, 
till the Gospel shall shed i's benign influence on every land. With 
thankful acknowledgment of the many favors sbewn by the Chris. 
tian public to this object, and of the many prayers. offered. in its 
behalf, the Committee would animate their fathérs and brethren, as 


well as themseives, with the exhortation, Be not weary in wed 


doing; for in due season we shail reafi,if we faint not. 
New Haven, Sefit. 13, 1814. 


APPENDIX (A.) 


{On the day after their arrival at Bombay, Messrs. Hall and Nott, after taking stite 
able advice, put into the hauds of Mr. Money, a gentleman of that place, the fullow- 
iug petition to his Excellency, the Governor. } 


Te the Right Honorable Sir Evan Nepean, Governor of Bombay, &e. 


Right Honorable Sir, 

The Undersigned, lately arrived from America by way of 
Bengal, beg leave to state to your Excellency, that having been 
ordained to the Gospe] Ministry, they have come to this country 
with a desire of being useful, by translating the Scriptures, by aid- 
ing in the education of children, and ultimately by making known 
the Gospel to some who are now ignorant of it. | 

Humbly trusting that these objects will meet with your Excel- 
lency’s approbation, they most earnestly beg, that they may be 
allowed to pursue them. At the same time, they cherish the hope, 
that should they be permitted to remain in the country, an orderly 
and prudent conduct will show, that your Exceliency’s indulgence 
has not been misplaced. 

They are happy indeed, Right Honorable Sir, in thus presenting 
the advancement of our holy religion to a Christian Governor;—one, 
toe, who has given so many proots of a desire for the diffesion of 
the Scriptures, andthe promotion cf happiness among mankind. 

‘They have the honor to be, with the highest respect, 

Right Honerable Sir, your most obedient: 
and must bumble servants, 
Bombay, Leb, Gorvon Hatt, 
12, 1813. SAMUEL NotTr. 


-- “ao OY 
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[On visiting tlte police office, the same day on which the preceding petition was for- 
warded, the missionaries were told, that they would not be permitted to remain, and. 
that unfavorable inspressions Concerning them had been made upon the mind of this 
government. They found themselves charged with having broken their word, in not 

ing from Caleatta to the Isle of Franee; and with having concealed themselves at 
Caleatta, while the police officers were in search of them to put them on board ship 
for England. For the purpose of refuting these charges, and explaining their con- 
duct, they drew up and presented, by his Excellency’s permission, the folldwing 
memearial. } 


Bombay, Feb. 18, 1813. 
To the Right Hencrable Sir Evan Nefrean, Governor of Bombay, &c. 


Right Honorable Sir, 

We have heard with the deepest concern, that your Excel- 
iency has received from Bengal intelligence deeply injurious to our 
character as men, as Christians, and especially as Ministers of the 
Gospel. Our concern is the more distressing, when we Consider 
our solemn responsibility to the great Head of the Church, and the 
high importance that the missionary character should stand with- 
out reproach; especially in a region like this, where the forfeiting 
of that character must be attended with circumstances so truly de- 
plorable. We beg, therefore, your Excellency’s indulgent consid- 
eration of the following statement of our conduct. > 

When we left America, as your Excclicncy will perceive by our 
letter of iistructions, a copy of which we take the liberty of send- 
ing herewith, our destination was not precisely fixed; but was Jeft 
for our subsequent decision. On arriving at Calcutta, our first ob- 
ject was to obtain such information as would enable us to decide 
with discretion. But trom representations made to us at that time, 
we were induced to believe, that we should not be allowed to 
remain in the Honorable Company’s dominions. An order from 
government, received about a week after our arrival, which order 
included Messrs, Johns, Lawson, and May, three English mission- 
aries, and Mr. Rice,an American, increased our fears. We doubted 
whether we should be utlowed to leave the Honorable Company’s 
dominions for any place east of the Cape of Good Hope; and, if for 
any, supposed it would be for the Isie of France alone. With 
these views we presented the petition marked No. 1.* 

When this petitio. was handed, Mr. Martint objected to the 
presenting of it; and said, that the order of government was posi- 
tive for our return to America,—tbat we must depart upon our own 
ship, but that she might carry us whither she liked. 

In the course of a week from this, we received an answer from 
government, stating, that our assurances of going to tie Isle vf 
France were accepted; but that we musi expect to be at the dispo- 
sal of the govermment of that isiand. 

Aiter this, we continued in the expectation of going to the Isle 
of France, for about two months. We were endeavoring to obiain 
a passage, wheu we were taken sick. As soon as we recovered 
Wwe renewed our endeavors, cugayged our passage on the ship 


* See No. 1. at the close of this Memorial. 
tT Mec. Martin was the chict magistrate of poiice. 
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Adele, and paid for it as early as the I7th of September, ‘at whicl; 
time we were expecting the Adele to sail in afew days, though she 
did not till about the middle of the following month. 

During our delay at Calcutta, the causes of which we have now 
explained, we were led by observation to believe, that our fears had 
been premature: for we found Missionaries, who had been ordered 
away no less positively than ourselves, nevertheless residing qui- 
etly in Bengal; and we ascertained the same to be true of others in 
india. We therefore began to hope, that, had we pursued a differ- 
ent plan, we might have been atowed to go to tlre place, which our 
inquiries should inciine us to choose. Several reasons at length 
inducing us to desire to go to Ceylon, rather than to the Isle of 
France, we prepared the annexed petition, No. 2;* but, lest we 
should presume too much on the Indulgence of government,-we at 
the same time pursued our arrangements, intending, should that 
petition be rejected, to proceed, according to our original plan, to 
the Isle ef France. The petition, when delivered at the Police, 
was carried by the clerk to Mr. Martin, who was on the opposite 
side of the room, and who replied, through the same clerk, ‘that it 
Was unnecessary to present that petition, and that he would give us 
a Pass atanytime.’ The question was asked by Mr. Hall, ‘Should 
we go to Ceylon, instead of the isle of France, would that be 
equally acceptable to government?’ and was answered in the 
affirmative. 

The pethion was withcrawn; and we did all in our power to ob- 
tain a passage for Ceylon. But before we cevid obtain one, we 
were summoned to the Police, and our reasons were demanded for 
not having gone to the Isie of France. Our reply was, that we had 
been endeavoring to go thither, ull we had learnt from the Police, 
that a pass might be obtained equaliy weil for Ceyion; and that we 
were then secking for an opportunity to depart for that island. 
We did not at this, or at any other time, say, at the Police, nor to 
any person whomsoever, that our delay of coing to the Isle of 
France was for want oi opportunities. Nor could we have said 
this Without obviously appezring to many, who well knew our 
proceedings, to be totally destitute of every principle of honor and 
reiigion. 

Notwithstanding ali our efforts, we found no opportunity of going 
to. Ceylon; nor could we hope for one, we were toid, earlier than 
the January fleet. In the mean ume, it had been suggested to us, 
that Mr. Martin would probably give a general pass from Bengal, 
without specifying any particular place. We supposed, from wirat 
he had said respecting his giving a pass, that a pass from him, and 
not a formal permission from government, was a reguiar dcpar- 
ture. Whether such a pass could be obtained we did indeed 
doubt; but we were encouraged to make the attempt in the confi- 
denee, that to fail could not injure us, and that, should we succecd; 


+ 


See No. 2, at the close oe! this Memori:! 
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in the voice of the police we should,have the voice of government; 
. patticularly. as the police had byen the only organ of gaverament 
to Us. t - 

Qur application succeeded; and on the faith of our passes “to 
depart.on the ship Commerce, capt. Arbuthnot,” we proceeded to 
make our arrangements; esteeming ita great favor that we had ob- 

tained permission to depart, though. it gave us no rightof remain- 
ing in the place to which we intended to go. Our friends; expres- 
sed their, happiness at our success;—among whom were some, in 
whose, judgment we thought it safe to confide. 

The passes now in the hands of R. T. Goodwin, Esq,,* were ob- 
tained on. the 10th of November, with the expectation that the ship 
would. saibin four or five days. On Saturday the 13th, a partoof our 
baggage, was put on board. On Tuesday morning, the 16th, we 
paid our passage to the captain’s agent, and, in the afteraoon ofthe 
same day, we were unexpectedly summoned to attend at the Po- 
lice, which we-did the next. morning with Messrs. Rice and Judson, 
who, had, received aJjike summons. We then received acommu- 
nication frem government, stating, that on account of our having 
failed,to. go tothe Isle of France, we were considered. as having 
forfeited ‘all:claim to the further indulgence of government; and 
directing the Police to correspond with the Marine Board, concern- 
ing the provision for our departure for England, on the fleet under 
despatch. The fleet, we were informed, was to sail within five 
days, which would allow no more than three days to prepare for a 
voyage to England. 

Alter reading the order, Mr. Nott mentioned to Mr. Martin his 
civcumstances, abd asked, whether the order of government would 
interfere. with his previous arrangements, and prevent his departing 
according to his pass? The reply was “Certainly; the order of gov- 
ernment is positive.” Mr. Martin then mentioned the opportuni- 
ties theye ‘had been of going tothe Isle of France, which had been 
neglected; and added that he had always told him, that he would 
have. to goto the Isle of France or England. Neither of us, how- 
ever, had heard our going to England mentioned before. 

We were directed by the person who went with us from the 
Police, to give information should we change our place of resi- 
dence; and were also advised by him to write to Mr. Marti con- 
cerning our families, as they had not been noticed in the orders of 
government. This advice, however, we did not follow, as we'im- 
mediately formed the plan of making the annexed address to the 
Right Henorable the Governor General. 

Conciuding from the unexpected erders, that, if we applied, 
we should not perhaps be permitted to procecd to Bombay, we 
resolved to attempt to obtain liberty to go to Point de Galle, where 
Lhe .daptain was so obliging as to promise to put us ov shore 
With these views we prepared the petition, No. 3.+ 


* Mr. Goodwin is chief magistrate ef police at Bombay. 
t See Ne. 5, at the close of Gis Memorial. 
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After this paper had received the approbation of some of our 
friends, we went on Thursday morning to Barrackpore, for the 
purpose of presenting it to his Lordship. The Hon. Mr. Elliot, 
his Lordship’s private secretary, upon reading the first sentence 
observed, that as it related to an order in council, his Lordship 
would not receive it in his private capacity. We mentioned the 
urgency of the case, and requested him on that account to deliver 
it; but he refused, and advised us to hand it to the secretary to 
whose department it belonged. We leit him without his probably 
knowing who we were, and returned to Calcutta. 

Hfaving found upon inquiry, that the meeting of the council 
was postponcd till after the time appointed for the sailing of the 
fleet, we did not hand cur petition to the secretary, according to 
the Hon. Mr, Elliot’s advice; but resoived to embrace the doub:ful 
but only alternative of embarking on the Commerce, according to 
our previous arrangements and our passports, should we find, that 
the captain had reported us to the police as his passengers and ob- 
tulned the port clearance for his ship. Upon inquiry we found that 
Le had not. We therefore delayed our embarkation tll Friday 
noon, when the captain showed us bis certificate, (which he can 
doubulless now show,) that he had reported us to the police, agree- 
ably tothe orders of the Governor General in Council; and like- 
wise told us, that the ship was cleared out at the Custom-housc, 
and would probably sil the next day. We then completed our 
arrangements and went on board the same day. Till we went on 
board we were either at our known piace of abode, or moving pub- 
licly about Calcutta on our “necessary business. We did not give 
information of our going on board to the Police, because our hav- 
ing obtained a pass, and the captain’s having reporied us on that 
very dey as his passengers, furnished them, we supposed, with 
suficient means of knowing where we were. 

Though both the captain and the agent had told us, that the ship 
would sail the next day, yet she remained at her moorings till Mon- 
dey morning, when we proceeded down the river. We imputed 
our not being sent for to the intention, and not to the ignorance, of 
the Police. 

On this statement of the circumstances of our leaving Calcutta 
we beg Icave to remark, that we did diligently endeavor to obtain 
an audience from government till it appeared that no audience 
could be obtained before too late an hour;—that considering cur 
passes, and particulatly the captain’s report to the police, which 
was made after the same police had communicated the orders of 
covernment to us, we did consider ourseives as acting with regu- 
larity, aud presumed, when we found ourselves suffered to proceed, 
that the police, as we were now manilestly on the point of leaving 
Bengal, were not disposed to carry their inquiries any further. 

‘Though we had not succeeded in presenting the above-mention- 
ed petition to Lord Minto, we still intended to stop at Ceylon, sup- 
posing that a fresh departure from chat isJand might be more favor- 
uble to our reception in Bombay, than to arrive directly from Ben- 
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gal. But as, Bombay continued to be the place of our desire;—as 
the government.of Bengal had suffered us to proceed, while con- 
sidering us, as we supposed, bound to Bombay;—as we met with a 
long and unexpected delay on the coast;—and as our funds were 
low, we concluded to proceed directly to this place. 

We beg leave to express our fears, that some appearance of in- 
consistency in us may have arisen from a mistaken connexion of us 
with our two brethren;* from whom we lived at considerable dis- 
tance apart; with whose plans we were unconnected; and from 
whose business at the Police ours was generally distinct and dift-:- 
ent. Your Excellency will readily perceive, that such a connexio’, 
though the conduct of each, severally, might be explained, wouis 
give an appearance of inconsistency to both. 

The above we declare to be a full statement of our conduct, in 
relation to the government of Bengal; the truth of which is known 
to many of our friends, with whom our conversations have been 
frequent and particular. That we have acted with integrity, we 
have the testimony of cur own consciences. That we have guid- 
ed our affairs with discretion, we will not say. But if the above 
statement exhibit indiscretions, we hope they will appear to be such 
as have arisen, not from rashness and obstinacy, but from an honest 
zeal in what we considered as laudable objects, and from the ig- 
norance of strangers in a strange land. Above all, we hope, Right 
Honorable Sir, that our intentions will appear to have been good, 
and our conduct such as not to have cast a deserved reproach upon 
our holy religion, nor to have destroyed our character as ministers 
of Jesus, in the interests of whose church we believe your Exccl- 
lency to feel deeply concerned, 

Having said these necessary things, respecting our characters 
and conduct, we beg your Excellency’s further indulgence, while 
we submit at large the objects we desire to pursue in this place. 

Our great and general object is the diffusion of Christian know!]- 
edge and Christian morals. In attempting this, we should cunsid- 
er our first step to be the acquisition of the language of the coun- 
try, which, ina tolerabie degree, we suppose, must occupy the 
greatest part of our time for two or three years. During this tine 
we should hope to be ysciui, by the insiruction of schuols com- 
‘posed either of Luropean or halt-cast children,t or by teaching the 

iinglish language to the natives themselves, While engaged in 
the acquisition of the Janguage, we should hope to he useful in cur 
Mutercourse with the people, particularly the lower classes; giving 
religious instruction to such as should be inclined to receive ii; and, 
finally, should we be allowed to remain, it would be our intention 
to. do all in our power to forward the translation of the Scriptures 
into the Mahraita language; and, perhaps, should our lives be 
spared, into the Guzerattec likewise; with the hope that by our feeble 
cndeavors some might be induced to embrece them as the woid of 


* Messrs. Rice and Judson. En. 
+ Our readers may not all be informed, that half-east children ore those, one of 
\ hese parents is a Huropean, the other a Hindoo. En 
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life, and become partakers of the unsearchable riches of Christy 
which are such an inestimable. blessing to Christian countries. 

This statement we cheerfully submit to your Excellency, hoping’ 
that our conduct has not forfeited, and that our object claims, your 
Excellency’s indulgence; and that we shall not be under the pain- 


ful necessity of relinquishing an object, in which so many Chris-— 


tian friends are so decply interested. 
With sentiments of the highest respect, 
Right Honorable Sir, 
We are your Exceliency’s most obedient, 
and most humble servants, 
Gorpon Hatt, 
SAMUEL NoT?, 


No. 1.* 
Lo the Honorable the Governor General, in Counci!. 


Wr, the Undersigned, passengers lately arrived on board the American ship Uarme- 
ny, having received an order to depart out of the country on board the same ship, beg 
leave to state, that agreeably to our intention, stated at the Police on our arrival, of 
leaving the Company’s dominiong, we request liberty to depart, by the earliest op- 
portauity, for the Isle of Franee; and therefore that the Harmony may not be refused 
a clearance On our account. Luvuer Rice, 
Gorpon Hatt, 


Samust Norr. 
Calcutta, Aug. 21, 1812: 


No. I. 
To the Right Honerable Lord Minto,t Governor General, in Council. 


‘Tur Undersigned, having been detained by sickness and other causes from going to 
the Isle of France, as permitted about two months ago, and now wishing to depart te 
Ceylon, beg permission to pass out of the Honerable Company’s dominions to that 
island. Gorpon Hatt, 
SamvueEn Nott. 
Calcutta, Oct. 17, 1812 


No. Il. 
To the Right Honorable Gilbert Lord Minto, Governor General. 


"Var Undersigned, having read at the Police the orders respecting their going to Eng- 
land, wherein they are said to bave forfeited all claim to the further indulgence of * 
government, by not having gone to the Isle-of France, beg leave to solicit your Lord- 
ship’s attentiny to the eauses of their delay, and to their present circumstances. 

As carly asthe middle of September, and as soon as they bad recovered from the 
sickness into w hh they fell on their arrival, they engaged their passage on the ship 
Adele, bound to the Isle of France, which was to sail in the course of that month, but 
was cetained tulsometime after the date of the enclosed petition.+ 


* This petition was published in the Panoplist for Jan. 1813, p. 373; but as it is 
short, ‘t is republished here for the sake of preserving the connexion. 

+ Lord .hntoe administered the government of Bengal for six vears. His term of 
office expired sometime in 1813, and he suiled fur England probably in December 
last. Late English papers mention lis death soon ufier he reached home, ared 5%. 
Jibout the year 1788, then Sir Gilbert Elliot, he was an active member of the British 
House of Commons. Fie is succeeded, in the government of the Company’s dominions, 
bv Lord Meira, kunwi as Lord Rawdon in the American revohitionary war. : 

, Ep. Pay. 


t See No. ff, 
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Information received during this delay led them to wish to go to Ceylon; and two 
Jays after its date they conveyed the enclosed petition to C. i Martin, Esq. to be 
presented to government; intending to proceed immediately to the Isle of France, if 
that petition should be denied. They were informed by Mr. Martin, that it was un- 
necessary to present that petition, and that he would give them a pass at any time. 
Accordingly the petition was withdrawn, the design of going to the Isle of France re- 
linquished. and they endeavored to find an opportunity to gotoCeylon. Not finding 
any prospect of a ship going direetly to Ceylon, they made application on the 10th 
inst. at the Police for a pass to depart on the ship Commerce, which pass was grant- 
edthem, and on the faith of it, they have paid their passage, put part of their baggage 
on board, and are expecting daily that the ship will sail. 

After what had been said on presentiug the enelosed petition at the Police, and 
after having obtained the pass, they supposed they might innocently aud safely make 
their arrangements for departure. The arrangements are nade; tle ship is ready 
to drop down the river, and convey them to Point de Galle, where she would leave 
them. 

We humbly beg of your Lordship, that in consideration of our present eiveum- 
stances, the order of government may not be carried :.to efeet on us, and that we 
way be freed from the very serious inconvenience of a voyage to England. 

Your Lordship’s 
most obedient and most 
humble servants, 
Gonpun Hats, 
SamuzL Nort. 
Calcutta, November 18, 1812, 


PECUNIARY ACCOUNTS OF THE BOARD. 


The American Board af Commissioners for Foreign Missions in aceount current 
with Jeremiah Evarts, their ‘T'reasurer, Dr. 


To cash paid from Sept. 1, 1813, to August 31, 1814, in conformity to orders of the 
Board, and of the Prudential Committee, from No. 53, to No. 79, inclusive, for ex- 
penses incurred in the prosecution of the objects of the Board $7,071 62 

To losses by counterfeit bills received in donations, 6 00-47,077 62 

To balanee carried to the credit of new account, Sept. 1, 1814, 13,467 53 





$20,545 19 


Contra Cr. 
By balance brought to the credit of new acconnt, Sept. 1, 1815, as ap- 
pears by the Auditor's certificate of Sept. 11, 1815, $8,077 59 
By cash received in donations, between Sept. 1, 1813, and August 31, 
1814, inchisive, viz. as published in the Panoplist for 








September, 1813, (part 1) p. 238, - 1,527 58 

(part 11) p. 285, —- - - 173 25 

October, (part 1) p. 329, - - - - 127 25 

(part I) p. 379, ds operas, 37) ae 

November, (part I) p. 425, 2 : 440 06 

—— (part I) p. 478, - - . - 12600 

December, (part 1) p. 528, - . . 220 55 

January, 1814, vol.x, p. 44, - : . 1,841 25 

February, p. 90, - - - - - - 277 74 

. March, p. 139, - oir - - 803 72 

April, p. 187, - - - - - - 1,175 27 

May, p. 230, one ahs - - 5911 92 

June, p. 286, - - - . - - 1,540 73 

July, p. 352, eA Bo ere. Oe ee 

August, p. 590, - - - - - - 164 95 
September, p. 497, - - - ee 2,190 69-——12,008 91 

Ry cash received as income of stock and interest an notes, during the 
year preceding August 61, 1814, ee . : - - - 458 63 


aa. ae 


» °c ta 
B2,545 ’ 








: 


478 Pecuniary ccounts of the Board. Gcr 


‘ 


A STATEMENT OF THE EXPENDITURES OF THE ROARD rROM SEPT 1, 1813, To Aur 
Sl, U8t4, iNnciesive.* 


Oct. S, 1815. Paid for 109’. sterling exchange, at 15 per cent. disconnt, the avaik 
af which to be remitted to Caleutta a a expe nded under the direction of the Comms. 
tee of the Board at that place, in forwarding the translation end pobheation of the 


Holy Seriptures in the vernacuiar tor wmues OF Asin, - - S&377 78 
March 15, 1814. Paid fer 250’. sterling, exchange, at 8 per 
cent. d.scount to be remitied on th ‘sue account - 4,022 22 
July 23. Paid for 3852. t4s. 3d. at 12 1-2 per cent. discount, 
to he remitted on the same account, - - - - - 1,590 8>—)2,909 @ 


Sept. 17, 1813. Paid for i0/. exchange, at 14 per cent. 
discount. the avails ef «which to be remitted from Londan to 
Calenita, for the paymento the salaries and ext ‘aurdinars co 


penses ot the nussionares, - : . Te , 5 8. ec 
June 22, 18i4. Paid for 25°. evchenge, at 9 1-2 per cent. 
“ seo! Int, ta a the Sai , © | urp ante » ? 2 5 - 1,005 55 


= . .f . * 7 + } . . tad } 
Also tur 39/. 48. 35d. at 11 per cent. discount, for Ure same 


; 
purpose, - - - - - - : . - - 155 16 
J uly 235. Paid for 357. 16s. Sd. exchs we, at 14 per cent. dis- 
ecwiat, for the same purpose, . - - - : 213 38 
27. Paid for 1U/. exchange, at 14 per cent. discount for the 
same purpose.y - - - : - - - - 38 22 


Aug. 3. Paid for 278/. 2s. exchange, at 12 per cent. discount, 

for the same pur pose, - - . . - - - 1,087 69—2,8§2 = 
Dee. 10, 18135. Paid toward the e xpenses of Messrs. James 

Richards, mn. and Edward Warren, while obtaining their 

medical edueation at Philadeiph.a, : - - - : - - 145 
April 18, 1814. Paid to Mr. Burr Baldwin, on account of the 

expenses of his education with a view to employment as a mis- 

sionary, IR ee ee, igs mw? < - B+! 4 - 100 & 
Paid at diferent times for books purchased for the Board, 

including a copy of Rees’s Cyclopedia for the use of o8r mis- 


sionaries, . ° . - ° - . ° i : . 225 $ 
Tray pom ipo of the members of the Board in attend- 

ing the annual meeting at Bost mm, Sept. 15, i813, - - : - - @23% 
‘Ouner conun rent eXpenses of said meetung, ° : > - - 56 © 
Expense of printing al, 50 copies ef the Report of the Board, 

em bracing the Various oé cuments laid before them at their an- 

nual meeting, - - - . . - - - S93 15 
All other printing during the year, including blank stationa- 

ry, amd pla’ . ad the exercises of the annual meeting, - 20 385—-115 . 
Tow ard necessary expenses in proseeuuing the suit for Sirs. 

Norris siegacy of 30,0000, : : = m . - - - $5 ° 
Contingent expenses of Ure missionaries before they sailed irom Salem, 12 
Cash adh bw the Pradentic! Committee in travelling expenses, in at 

tend az Meelumcs on the business of the Boa d, and retanded te the ‘™, 93: 
Paid by the > Chase spandiig Sceretary for a press for the seal of the 

Bear’, : - - - - - - : - - Si OW 
For postage and station TY, - - : - - - 4 10——-—5 | 
Paid by the Treasurer for postaze, . . ~ : » oO 46 
Fora stamp for a dr: afi, - . - . - - 75 
Por a trunk to be deposited at one of the banks eoutaini 4 the 

property of the Boar!, - - - - - - . 4 
For stationary, - - - . - - - - Ho——25 © 
Sexton’s ili for services at the annual meeting, - - . - 4° 
Postag: > pan by a member of the Boa d, ° ° 2 . 17 
Paid sor brokerage in purchasing exchange, - - - . - 7 

———— 
Carried forward $6,767 


> r > . . 7 : 5 aw 
it iz thour lit Setter to fruhli the erhenses in thie won, tian to copy the ac 


at full leneth under their res a (utes. 


7 ? S sean? oar f 
42 , irda, and of coure “ta? CHMHAT ORG ANG CEs , 
GO? fhe cwPrent -jfe cf er a) ” 7a? saeareld br /¢. 


+ Whee il wee a donation 
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Brought forward $6,767 66 

tosses by counterfeit bills reecived in donations, eel 55 00 

Piscount on uneurrent Dills, - - - . - - 4 06——-10 06 


Allowance to the Treasurer for his services during the 


he anngal meeting, in Sept. 1813, . 






he Trial Halanee, dated August Jl, 1$14. 
$15,467 53, 


puTS, are given. 


In votes On interest, » © To © 
in bank steck, © - ° o 
In notes not on interest, - - - 


In a dvait on demand, 


BONATIONS TO SUPPORT FOR- 
EIGN MISSIONS AND TO ALD 
IN TRANSLATING THE SCiiI?- 
TORES. 


Sept. 1, 1814. From a lady, 
by the Rev. Jouathan Burt of 
ary =. 

. From Mrs. Lois Par- 
trie, of Hstheld, by the 
Rev. Dr. Lyman, S5 00 

From the Rev. David H. 
Williston, of Tunbridge, 
Vermont, 50 

From a female friend of 
Missions im Goshen, Mass. 1 00—56 09 

From the Female Foreign 
Mission Soc aety of W ethers- 
tield, Con. by Miss Naney 
Marsh, the Treasurer, 62 00 

14. "From the Female Be- 
ueficent Society in New Ca- 
naan, by. Mrs. Sarah Bonney, 
the Treasurer, 35 00 
Frum Mrs. Rowe, of 
Farmington, Con. by the Rey. 

Noah Porter, 5 00 


Si 50 





From Dr. Jaeob Porter, of 
Plainfield, Mass. 2 00 

From Mr. Ledward and Mrs, 

Eliza Hooker, of Earniington, 
ben. $5 each, 10 00 
Garried forward,  B171 se 








Deposited at the New Engla: od, ‘Har tford, and Eagle Banks, ’ 
lu the hands of the Prudential Committee to meet coutingeat expenses, 


rear preceding 


399 00 
$7,077 62 





THE AUDITOR’S CKHRTIFICATE. 


New ITaven, Sept. 16, 1814. 


Wis certifies that I have examined the aceounts of the Treasurer of the Amer ican 
Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions, for the year ending the 31st of Augast, 
ASi4, and have found the same correctly east, and well youched, ‘and that the balance 
Thir teen Thousand Four Hundred and Sixty Seven Dollars, and fifty three cents, 
n notes, bank stock, and cash remains in the Treasury; which sum ‘s aecounted for in 


De Lauzun Derorsst, Auditor. 


in the Trial Balance above mentioned the partieulars, which compose the following 


- ad - o 


$6,765 67 
3,150 00 
287 &1 
354 19 
2,614 56 
295 30 


13,467 53 





Bronght forward, 
From the Foreign Missiona- 
ry Society of Springfield and 
the neighboring towns, by the 
Hon. George Bhss, Esq. the 
Treasurer, 82 00) 
A collection after the Rev. 
Mi. Richards’s Sermon beiore 
the Boara, 126 76 
16. From the Female 
Ceut Society in Shovre- 
ham, Ver. by the Rey. 
President Davis, 
From Elisha Sheldon, 
Esq. of Sheldon, Ver. 10 00—34 55 
From the Female Cent So- 
ciety in Uxbridge, Mass. by 
the Rev. Dr. Worcester, half 
to missions and half to trans- 


B71 50 


Br 58 


lations, 10 60 
From individuals in North 
Salem, N. Y¥. remitted by Mr. 
Herman Daggtt to the Rev. 
Dr. Dwight; viz, 
From Hlerman Daggett, $106 
Artemas Weed, 5 
Hannah Ambler, § 
Solomon M. Smith, 1 
Philetus Phillips, > 
Sidney Stratton, i 
Matthew Smith, 5 4 
A friend to missions, 2—S4 00 


arvied forwards $459 44 
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‘ Brought forward, 

19. From the Hon. Elias 
Boudinot, Esq. of Burlington, 
N. J. 

‘21. From the Foreign Mis- 
sion Séciety of the North As- 
sociation of Hartford County, 
by Mr. P. W. Gallaudet, the 
Preasvrer, paidto Mr. Hen- 
ry Hudson, 

23. From the Female Cent 
Society in Stoddard, N. H. by 


the Rev. Isaac Robinson, 


From a female friend of Mis- 
sions in Foxborough, Mass. 

28. From individuals in 
Plainfield, Mass. by Mr. James 
Richards, jun. 

From pupils ia Miss Hills’s 
School at Andover, 

Oct. 1. From a few ladies 
in Goffstewn, N. H. remitted 
by Mrs. Elizabeth M’Farland 
to the Rey. Dr. Morse, 

From Clarissa Hoyt, of 
South Salem, N. Y. by the 
Rey. Jacob Burbank, 

4—8. From the Foreign 

Mission Society of New Lon- 
doa andthe Vicinity, by Mr 
Renbea Langdon, the Treas- 
irer, 
5. From Mes. Hannah Jack- 
son, of Boston, deceased, paid 
by her husband, Mr. William 
Jackson, in conformity to her 
request, 

6. From individuals in Pa- 
ris, Oneida county, N. Y¥. re- 
mitted to the Rev. Dr. Lyman 
by Dr. Elnathan Judd, viz. 

Eluathan Judd, 
Chauncey Burritt, 
Philip Taylor, 
Adam Simmons, 
Benjamin Simmons, 
Aaron Simmons, 
Isaac Scofield, 
Andrew Pierce, 
Elijah Dressen, 
Eliphalet Steele, 
A friend to foreign 
missieus, 
7. From a female in Duad- 
ley, Mass. by Mr. 8S. T. Arm- 
strong, 

10. From the Rev. William 
R. Weeks, by the Rev. Dr. 
Morse, : Pas! 

15. From the Female Cent 
Society in Gorham, Maine, by 
itie Rev. Mr. Hilliard, remit- 
‘ed to Mr. Daren, 


Cried forward, _ 


« 


¥ 


Sto to Bid wr & 


Siso 44 


37 75 


58 50 


14 15 
1 50 


19 25 
6 Ol 


10 09 


1 00 


123 00 


50 00 


os 


—_ 


5—54 00 


5 00 


20 00 


25 00 
Bsii 69 





_. Broneht forward, S44 fr 

22. From the Westfield Shik wy 
Female Forcign Mission Soci- 

ety, by the Rey. Dr. Morse, j 11 50 

a) 

$856 19 


N.B. The donation of.one hundreg 
and ninety eight dollars, which was en. 
tered in the Panoplist for June last, aod 
noticed again in the Panoplist for Sep- 
tember, as given to the permanent fund, 
was intended by Mr. Goodell to be given 
Sor immediate use, and has been thus ap. 
pled in late remittances to India. The 
occasion of the mistake was a misappre. 
hension of the terms in which the dona. 
tion was communicated. The donations 
of the Rev. Eliphalet Lyman, ($40, ) and 
of the three persons immediately follow. 
ing, ($3 50,) entered in the Pangplist 
for June, were also not intended by the 
donors to be devoted to the permanent 
fund. This mistake was occasioned in the 
same manner as the other. Donors are 
respectfully informed, that should any fu- 
ture mistake occur, in regard to the ap- 
plication of their donations, it will be 
readily corrected. 

Among the donations above referred 
to, for Mrs. Prudence Clark, read Mrs. 
Prudence Church. 


OBITUARY. 


Dten, at Montague, Mass.Henny WE tts, 
M. D. and M. M. S. an eminent physician. 

At Paris, the Duke of Massa, grand 
judge and minister of justice under the 
reign of Bonaparte. 

At Williamsburg, (N. Y.) Col. Jouy B. 
CampBeE.t, of the 11th U.S. regiment, 
of s wound received in the battle of July 
Sth. 

In Tyrrel county, N. C. Col. Joux 
Cayton, inhumanly murdered by some 
lurking villains near his house; in conse- 
quence, it is supposed, of his inflexible 
execution of the duties of a magistrate. 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


WE regret that we have been compelled, 
to omit several articles prepared for this 
uumber; particularly Mrs. Simpkins’s list 
of donations to the Cent Institution, the 
annual report of the Fragment Society, 
and several obituary notices. We regret, 
also, that we could not present, at one 
view, the principal commanications from 
the missionaries from this country in Asis. 


| ‘Khey will be found in future puinbers. 





